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The first bell rang on September 2nd for more than million pupils, including 115,000 first-year 
schoolchildren. The first lesson is always special; it’s devoted to the native land. This year, it was 

entitled by the lines of a famous Belarusian poet, Yanka Kupala: ‘My Young 
Belarus, Take Your Worthy Place Among Nations! Pupils, students and 
teachers, as well as scientific and pedagogical workers, were congratulated 
by the President of Belarus, Aleksandr Lukashenko, on Knowledge Day.

Knowledge is the key  
to a confident future

The 26th Belarusian 
Written Language 
Day was 
hosted by 
Slonim 5 Bright tourist 

life of the 
Avgustovsky 
Canal 9
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Ivye, in the Grodno Region

By Yulia Demeshko

Minsk and Warsaw plan 
to sign an inter-parliamenta-
ry agreement on co-operation 
in 2020. This was noted by 
Boleslav Pirshtuk, the Dep-
uty Chairman of the House 
of Representatives, during 
negotiations with the Deputy 
Marshal of the Sejm, Ryszard 
Terlecki. The draft agreement 

is being developed as both 
countries will soon hold par-
liamentary elections.

At the meeting with his 
Polish colleagues, the Belaru-
sian MP noted that relations 
between our countries have 
reached a stable level of devel-
opment, contacts between par-
liaments are held regularly and, 
in general, Belarus and Poland 
have become very close.

“I am impressed that we 
have built trusting and com-
plementary relationships 
on international platforms. 
The last parliamentary As-
sembly of the OSCE, held 
in Luxembourg, once again 
confirmed this. I hope that 
the new parliaments, which 
will be elected this autumn, 
wi l l  a l so  have  working 
groups for the development 
of co-operation and will use 
the potential we have created 
with new members of these 
groups,” he said.

The programme of the visit 
was diverse. After talks with 
Mr. Pirshtuk, the guests vis-
ited the Minsk-Arena sports 
complex and then went to the 
Myadel and Glubokoe districts 
to meet representatives of the 
local authorities.

During the visit, the key 
topics for discussion were 
issues related to the develop-
ment of the tourism sector, as 
well as regional relations. The 

Deputy Marshal mentioned 
that the news about the ex-
pansion of the Belarusian vi-
sa-free regime in the border 
zones would be very positive 
for Poland. Mr. Pirshtuk fo-
cused on trade and economic 
relations, innovation and busi-
ness co-operation.

Parliamentarians held talks 
in the Ministry of Sports and 

Tourism, where they discussed 
their experience with the Eu-
ropean Games. According 
to Mr. Terlecki, this issue is 
very important for the Polish 
side. “We want the European 
Games to be held in Poland as 
well as they were organised in 
Minsk,” he said.

3rd European Games will 
be held in Krakow, in 2023. 

Business in a neighbourly manner

By Maksim Smolsky

There are many similar are-
as in Belarus. Mr. Lukashenko 
recalled that the south-east-
ern areas of the Mogilev Re-
gion and southern areas of the 
Gomel Region have already 
been improved, but Ivye and 
Glusk remained undeveloped.

The harvesting campaign is 
in the home straits, so it caught 
the attention of the President. 
The Head of State once again 
stated, “We need to aim for 9 
million tonnes of cereals, veg-
etables and rapeseed.”

In addition, a good harvest 
of potatoes and sugar beet is 
expected this year. One of the 
most delicate crops, flax, which 
is grown in the Grodno Region 
on 7 thousand hectares and 
processed in two modernised 
flax mills in Korelichi and in 
the agro-town Dvorets in the 
Dyatlovo District, did not go 
unnoticed. Hopefully, they will 
become one of the main points 
on the Presidential schedule.

As for Ivye, last year it was 
recognised as the best town in 
the region for trade, with a pop-

ulation of as much as 50,000. 
The number of small and me-
dium-sized enterprises here has 
been growing steadily for sev-
eral years. It is not surprising 
that one of the largest industrial 

enterprises in the town is the 
LidaTekhmash company, which 
produces agricultural machines 
and is a branch of Tekhmash. 
Tekhmash’s Director General 
Piotr Tsirkunov set up the pro-
duction of agricultural machin-
ery and equipment in the town, 
some products have nothing 

similar not only in the country, 
but also in the CIS states.

The President also visited the 
Ivye Centre for Culture and Lei-
sure. Here the young participants 
of the children’s theatrical group 

skilfully put on an extract of the 
play No One Believes, based on 
Jan Ekholm’s tale, entitled Lud-
wig the Fourteenth and Tutta 
Karlsson, and the folk music en-
semble Chabarok sang the Bela-
rusian folk song Kalina-Yagada.

“Well done!” said the Presi-
dent, congratulating the students.

Then there was a meeting 
with older craftswomen at an 
exhibition of folk art, where 
the President was shown dolls, 
spinning skills, and straw 
weaving.

Meanwhile, local resi-
dents gathered at the walls 
of the Centre of Culture and 
Leisure. The Head of State 
was very warm and sincere 
and was constantly interrupt-
ed by applause. He admitted 
that he had always wanted to 
come to Ivye, although the 

regional authorities tried to 
dissuade him.

“No, I told them, I’ll go to 
Ivye, I will see how you work 
on the outskirts of the prov-
ince, because, you know, heads 
usually turn to the centre of the 
district, but they don’t reach 
the outskirts. I have flown 
over your territory dozens of 
times, looked closely and was 
afraid that the town was real-
ly neglected, lacking attention. 
When I arrived, I told the gov-
ernor, you’ve really done well, 
and this can’t have been done 
specially for my arrival. You 
have hosted Dazhinki (the hol-
iday for agricultural workers) 
and after that have remained 
central to the region.

Speaking about the devel-
opment of the regions in gen-
eral, Mr. Lukashenko recalled 
that Dazhinki had previously 
been held on a nationwide 
scale, each time in a new city, 
“I thought we had already 
grown to the point when every 
year it’s necessary to conduct 
Dazhinki in different cities in 
each region, and in each agro-
town in turn in the district.”

Regions in 
the limelight

In late August, the town of Ivye in the Grodno Region became another key point on the map of 
the working visits of Aleksandr Lukashenko. The Head of State believes that the outskirts of the 
cities are areas that could develop. The President announced his aims, to visit the remote district 
centres of each region, which sometimes remain out of sight of the regional authorities.

Boleslav Pirshtuk:
About 400m Euros were di-
rectly invested in Belarus by 
Poland. Amongst the most 
interesting business pro-
jects with participation of the 
Polish capital, are the Victoria 
Hotel, tennis courts in the 
Serebryanka residential 
district, the Zelva wind 
park in the Grodno Re-
gion, modernisation 
of the Mineral Wax Plant and railway crossings, as 
well as establishment of a joint venture to produce 
manuals for construction of the third metro line.

Poland is interested in hosting the European Games. This was one of the key issues discussed at 
the meeting of deputies of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly with the Polish 
parliamentary delegation. Development of inter-parliamentary co-operation was also discussed.

Ivye residents talk to the President
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By Maksim Osipov

At the beginning of the 
meeting at Independence Pal-
ace, Aleksandr Lukashenko 
made it clear that he intended 
to be frank — as is tradition-
al — and hoped Mr. Bolton 
would reciprocate. “I would 
suggest that we discuss frank-
ly, even amicably, all the is-
sues of our relations. Even if it 
might be unpleasant for Bela-
rus, you should mention them. 
I will also frankly and honest-
ly outline the issues that I con-
sider necessary for our further 
co-operation, including those 
that may not be very pleasant 
for the United States. This will 
allow us to create the basis of 
relations for the future,” the 
President said. 

Mr. Lukashenko noted 
that John Bolton’s visit to Be-
larus is historic, “Belarus has 
not welcomed such notable 
high-ranking figures [from 
the US] for a long time.”

The Belarusian leader re-
minded those present that, 
prior to that visit, many ex-
perts and specialists from 
the United States have come 
to Belarus. “I personally met 
them and conducted conver-
sations on various topics of 

our relationship,” he said. 
“This indicates that we have 
some history of restoring our 
relations.”

Mr.  Bolton agreed,  “I 
think this is a very good op-
portunity to hold a conversa-
tion on several very important 
topics — regional security, 
bilateral co-operation to name 
but two. There are several is-
sues that are of great interest 
to the United States: human 
rights and non-proliferation 
of weapons. I agree with you 
that we should be very open 
on these topics. I think we can 
find a common language.”

Mr. Bolton also noted the 
significant changes in Bela-
rus-US relations and named 
the topics that he would like 
to discuss during his vis-
it. “History does not stand 
still. Much time has passed 
since the collapse of the So-
viet Union and the geopolit-
ical situation has changed. 
It is changing even during 
our conversation. Therefore, 
there are regional issues and 
issues related to countries 
which are geographically re-
mote but also affect the situa-
tion right here. We would like 
to discuss these with you as 
well,” the guest noted.

When commenting on the 
meeting to journalists, Mr. 
Bolton said that the parties 
failed to reach certain con-
crete decisions during their 
talk but the importance of the 

discussion is undoubted. “We 
had a very long discussion 
with the President of Belarus. 
It covered very broad topics: 
politics, economics, security 
issues — in the region and 

globally. This was a very im-
portant meeting,” he stressed.

According to Mr. Bolton, 
Belarus and the US do have 
some difficulties in their rela-
tions and relevant issues were 
discussed during the meeting. 
Another topic of conversation 
was the new geopolitical re-
ality in the region and oppor-
tunities for joint work in this 
regard.

“I’m very grateful to the 
President for the opportunity 
to meet and hold a very inter-
esting and important discus-
sion,” Mr. Bolton concluded.

Sincerely about essential

In 2018, the Belarus-US trade totalled  
$711.6m (117.6 percent against 2017). 
Exports of services to the United States 
amounted to $712.1m last year, with dom-
inance demonstrated by the development 
of the High-Tech Park’s residents.

A C C E N T

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
meets US President’s 
National Security 
Advisor, John Bolton

By Aleksey Savitsky

Belarus and Turkey need to sys-
tematise their trade and economic 
relations and increase bilateral 
trade substantially, the President 
of Belarus, Aleksandr Lukashenko,  
said as he met with Turkish Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Mevlut 
Cavusoglu

“I am convinced that your visit 
will help systematise our relations, 
make our trade and economic contacts 
more systemic and address pending is-
sues. You are welcome to speak freely 
about these issues and we will under-
stand and respond appropriately,” the 
President said.

The Head of State emphasised the 
friendly nature of Belarus-Turkey rela-
tions. “Thanks to the policy pursued by 
the Foreign Ministry and your President, 
we have developed very good relations 
with the Republic of Turkey,” he said. 
“We co-operate across all areas. There 
are no forbidden issues in our relations. 
We have successfully dealt with the com-
mon issues, including in our international 
relations,” Mr. Lukashenko continued.

At the same time, bilateral trade and 
economic co-operation should receive a 
serious boost. “We have a lot of work 
ahead. Naturally, we need to bolster 
the foundation of relations, trade and 
economic ties. Turkey and Belarus, the 

countries with huge growth potential, 
can have a much bigger trade than they 
have now,” said the President. In this 
regard, he believes that the intergovern-
mental commission and the embassies 
of the two countries need to team up to 
work out a solid action plan to increase 
bilateral trade.

Mevlut Cavusoglu shared the view 
of the Belarusian leader and noted that 
his visit is aimed at working out a mean-
ingful action plan, together with partners 
from the Belarusian Foreign Ministry, to 
achieve the ambitious goals previously 
set by the two presidents.

New level for relations

In 2018, Belarus-Turkey 
trade reached $984m. Im-
ports stood at $801m and 
exports rose by over 36 per-
cent to reach $183m.

F A C T S

By Oleg Nagorny

Belarus will continue to perse-
vere to develop relations with 
Georgia, the President of Belarus, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko, said as he 
met the Prime Minister of Georgia, 
Mamuka Bakhtadze

The President drew the guest’s atten-
tion to Minsk’s strong desire to build up 
close co-operation with all post-Soviet 
republics. “Even if there are drawbacks 
and problems in co-operation, they can 
be handled in a calm and patient manner. 
This is what we are doing with certain 
post-Soviet states. In this regard, you can 
count on us, we will develop our relations 
in a persistent and patient manner in the 
best interests of the Belarusian and Geor-
gian peoples,” Mr. Lukashenko stressed.

The presidents spoke of Minsk-Tbi-
lisi liaison and Mr. Lukashenko not-
ed that the present turnover [$87.1m 
last year] is an achievement in itself. 
“We started from zero not too long 
ago and could not imagine how we 
could trade with Georgia due to is-
sues with the Russian Federation and 
other matters. However, in just a few 
years, we learned how to trade, and 
we see good prospects ahead,” said 
the Head of State.

Mr. Lukashenko also mentioned 
the especially friendly relations be-
tween Belarusian and Georgian peo-
ple. “Georgians are kindred spirits, 
many of them live in Belarus. Georgian 
festivals which are held in Belarus are 
well known in every small village,” the 
President added.

Mamuka Bakhtadze is also opti-
mistic about the prospects of Belaru-
sian-Georgian co-operation. “True, we 
started from scratch and, this year, the 
trade turnover will be around $100m. 
I’m sure we can double that figure. The 
intergovernmental commission is work-
ing very effectively,” he said.

Mr. Bakhtadze said that, at the be-
ginning of his career, he often visited 
Belarus and he knows that Belarusians 
and Georgians have warm relations.

Useful meeting for the 
benefit of two nations

Mamuka Bakhtadze

Mevlut Cavusoglu

At Minsk meeting
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By Yevgeny Kononovich

As is traditional, Forbes magazine 
has compiled an annual ranking 
of the most expensive brands in 
the world. The top-100 is led by 
American Apple: the iPhone mak-
er has become the first company 
in history whose brand has been 
valued at more than $200bn. 
In leaps and bounds, Google is 
approaching the leader, having 
risen by more than a quarter over 
the year. Microsoft and Amazon 
have made noticeable progress. 
The total cost of the top-100 is 
$2.33 trillion. What is the secret 
of successful brand develop-
ment and how do they help 
promote products and services? 
We question Anatoly Akantinov, 
General Director of the Marketing 
Systems Strategic Development 
Centre and a Board member of 
the Marketing Guild.

It is known that some modern 
business giants started their activities 
in a garage or small office. How are 
brands being created and what is the 
key in this process?

Here we need to distinguish con-
cepts. There are brands that are 
based on existing and recognisable 
technologies and products. Among 
them is Apple, which was originally 
engaged in assembling home comput-
ers; it achieved the greatest success 
when it introduced the world to its 
mobile products: iPhones and iPads. 
Meanwhile, there are situations 
when a ‘product’ exists, but 
few know of it or confuse 
it with something else; 
as a result, it is expe-
riencing competition. 
In this case, the brand 
comes to the rescue. Some 
companies spin it up, cre-
ate industry associations, 
unite enterprises from the 
same sphere. For example, in 
Norway, small and medium-sized 
producers have united to export fish. 
In New Zealand, the Fonterra brand 
was created for manufacturers of 
dairy products. Establishment of a 
successful brand alone is expensive: 
not every company is willing to spend 
$100,000 just for this purpose. Fi-
nally, there are so-called territorial 
brands. For example, Japan is famous 
for cars and electronics, while Turkey 
and Egypt are associated with tourism 
and Switzerland is known to the world 
not only for chocolate and watches but 
also for Davos where ‘sharks’ of glob-
al business gather annually. In creat-
ing this kind of image, technologies in 
the communication environment come 
to the fore, implying a search for crea-
tive ideas and target audiences.

To what extent does a brand help 
promote products and services?

It all depends on the level of value 
of the product. If we sell a needle and 
thread, the brand, most likely, comes to 
nothing. If we want to sell a product effi-
ciently and move away from competitors 
with a higher margin, then the brand will 
be an indispensable tool for promotion 
and competition. The flip side of the coin 

is that the brand for an enterprise brings 
an element of responsibility that values 
the trust and loyalty of consumers. If you 
have invested serious resources in devel-
opment and creation of loyalty and failed 
consumers’ confidence, then your money 
is spent in vain.

What does the consumer pay 
more attention to when making their 
choice?

They are guided by their experienc-
es. However, before trying a product 
they naturally react to recognition. If 

there are ten 
goods of the 

same quality 
on a shelf, they 

will prefer the one 
about which they have 

heard and know more. Of 
course, the factor of availability and lo-
cation of this product also plays a role. 
Price and packaging are also elements 
of communication policy. However, all 
these factors are perceived in the con-
sumer’s mind in a complex way. A brand 
which has a greater presence in the 
marketing sphere forms this consumer 
experience.

Before meeting you, I came across 
a 2018 ranking of national brands of 
Belarus compiled by the Ukrainian 
MPP Consulting Agency. The first 
two places are held by Santa Bremor 
and Babushkina Krynka. The top five 
also include Savushkin Produkt and 
Milavitsa. Only one of them belongs 
in the IT sphere: World of Tanks. 
Meanwhile, BelAZ is 18th…

To be honest, I am sceptical about 
such ratings. It’s necessary to study the 
assessment methodology and the param-
eters taken as the key — economic or psy-
chological. Markets and segments also 
matter. For me, it’s preferable to evaluate 
brands by industry: IT, engineering, light 
industry, food, and so on. You can be a 
market leader with a small product. How-
ever, this does not mean that the value of 

this product is small. It can be high — but 
only in a single industry. If we look at 
volumes, then it becomes clear: the more 
marginal the product is, the higher its rec-
ognition and value.

What is the role of brands in the 
perception of the country by foreign-
ers? Indeed, in addition to quite spe-
cific brands, there are some general 
ideas. For example, Belarus is often 
associated with an auroch, a stork, a 
cornflower, potatoes, and a tractor. 
What could be our national brand?

The question is not how we or others 
view us. The main thing is how we use 
it, what it gives to us and whether it is 
possible to earn money from it. The prob-
lem is that Belarus is not yet engaged in 
marketing the country — not to mention 
branding. Many managers simply do not 
understand what it is and why it is need-
ed. It is difficult to talk about the coun-
try’s brand when we do not understand 
who we are and what we want to be, what 
our value is, who our clients are and with 
whom we are competing. I definitely see 
that, in some respects, we are similar, for 
example, to Germany. Belarusians, like 
Germans, have critical thinking. Thanks 
to this, we have good engineers and pro-
grammers who create interesting prod-
ucts. It’s either economic management 
approaches or economic rules of the 
game. We have the potential, but it is im-
portant to use it as much as possible, to 
promote ourselves to the target audience. 
This raises the question of the country’s 
development strategy and its focus.

Given our geographic location, we 
should engage in transit, logistics and 
everything connected with this sphere. 
Everyone talks about the beauty of our 
nature, historical heritage, good infra-
structure. This is huge potential for the de-
velopment of tourism. We need to be more 
attentive to our potential, track global 
trends and adequately show our benefits 
to the target audience, branding the coun-
try as a whole and in certain directions.

Who could be our target audi-
ence?

Primarily our neighbouring coun-
tries, if we talk about tourism. These 
are the investors that fit into our eco-
nomic projects of strategic advantage. 
These are the countries where we ex-
port our products. The more people 
come to us, meet Belarusians, enjoy 
our culture, brands and business con-
ditions, the less psychological barriers 
and more trust there will be. Foreign 
tourists, investors and businessmen are 
advertising agents for Belarus.

Back in Soviet times, the ‘Made 
in Belarus’ slogan was associated by 
our neighbours and partners with 
high quality. All Belarusian products 
sold well. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for even recognisable brands 
to break into foreign markets today. 
What’s the reason for this? Is it in-
creasing competition which matters? 
What do our exporters lack?

It seems to me Belarusians are not 
very active and aggressive in a good 
sense of the word. There are nations 
with trade in their blood. We are more 
complex. Yes, we are trying but this is 
not enough. Apparently, the legacy of 
the past is having an effect, when a lot 
was done by the state. I remember the 
1990s, when the foreign word ‘market-
ing’ seemed abusive in some enterpris-
es. However, times have changed. It is 
necessary to train personnel to promote 
products and services, organise special 
courses, send specialists for training 
abroad and invite foreign partners as 
experts. Of course, we need to develop 
the competitive environment and en-
trepreneurship. In the USA, even small 
children are taught the fundamentals of 
business. Everyone there understands 
that they won’t have a good standard 
of living if they do not sell. This means 
that the country has completely different 
principles of economic philosophy. The 
ability to demonstrate oneself and sell 
something needs to be learnt. 

Secrets of companies’ 
successful operation
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By the time the festival 
came around, Slonim was no-
ticeably prettier and welcomed 
guests with the well-main-
tained embankment of the 
Oginski Canal, renovated 
buildings, and elegant streets. 
The main events of Belarusian 
Written Language Day took 
place at more than ten venues.

One of the attractions was 
the 16th century printing yard 
which showcased typograph-
ic devices and machines from 
different centuries, as well as 
a recreated printing press from 
the time of Francysk Skaryna. 
Guests of the festival were in-
vited to print the first page of the 
bible manually, using the press.

The Holy Assumption 
Zhirovichi Monastery hosted 
a round table discussion dedi-
cated to Belarusian and foreign 
writers — Fiction as a Way to-
wards Each Other. Represent-
atives of fourteen countries 
took part including the 
Ambassador of India, 
Sangeeta Bahadur, who 
writes fantasy genre, as 
well as the famous Pol-
ish traveller and author 
of books about different 
places in earth, Jacek 
Pałkiewicz.

A significant event 
of the Day of Belaru-
sian Written Language 
was the unveiling of a 
monument to Lev Sape-
ga in the central square 
of Slonim. The bronze 
sculpture — created by 
sculptors Ivan Misko, 
Vladimir Pipin and Sergey 
Logvin — adorns the his-
toric centre. Including the 
granite pedestal, its height 
exceeds 4 metres.

Lev Sapega is a sig-
nificant historical figure 
for the city. The publisher 
of the Statute of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania head-
ed the ancient city and, 
under his governance, the 
city developed considera-
bly, becoming a centre of 
trade and crafts. A town 
hall, shopping malls and 
artisan workshops were 
built, the historic cen-
tre of the city with cob-
bled streets, squares and 
bridges was formed. At 
his request in 1591, the 
city was awarded the 
Magdeburg Right and a 
coat of arms depicting a 
lion holding a golden ar-
row was granted.

After the official 
opening ceremony of the mon-
ument, the participants and 
guests, led by a theatrical pro-
cession, headed for the main 
part of the festival.

Greetings from Aleksandr 
Lukashenko to the guests and 
participants of Belarusian Writ-
ten Language Day was read by 
the Deputy Head of the Presiden-
tial Administration of Belarus, 
Andrey Kuntsevich: ‘I sincerely 
welcome guests and participants 
of Belarusian Written Language 
Day! This year, the relay race is 
warmly received by Slonim, one 
of the oldest cities in Belarus, 

which has heroically overcome 
severe trials more than once dur-
ing its centuries-old existence. It 
has retained its historical roots 
and now harmoniously combines 
the past and present. The great 
mission of Written Language 
Day is to unite all Belarusians 
around the world, pass on to 
new generations the literary and 
artistic treasures of our people, 
love for the mother tongue, fos-
ter a caring attitude to ancient 
monuments, and help strengthen 
a sense of pride for our Mother-
land. This important festival takes 
an honourable position among 
the most significant events in 
the country’s cultural life and is 
a good opportunity to once again 
turn to national traditions and 
understanding their place in the 
present. I sincerely wish you all 
new opportunities, fruitful work 
and creative inspiration’.

The official opening ceremo-
ny of the festival was called My 
Belarusian Land. It was an ar-
tistic and historical performance 
showing the bright side of the 
region’s history. The main char-
acters, traveling in time, plunged 
into the historical events that 
took place in the Slonim area.

In the final scene of the 
opening ceremony a wide-rang-
ing presentation of the creative 
potential of the region was held. 
The culmination was the award 
of the National Literary Prize, 
with the ceremony finishing 
with the performance of the an-
them of Written Language Day.

Of course, the best editions 
of belles-lettres and education-
al books, books for children 
and youth, encyclopaedic liter-
ature, albums, and periodicals 
were also displayed at the ex-
hibitions of the festival. Pres-
entations of books from writers 
also took place, in addition to 
autograph sessions and an ex-
hibition of homemade books. 
In addition, a display with a 
thematic exposition from the 

old days to the present 
was opened.

The participants of 
Belarusian Written Lan-
guage Day were also 
invited to unravel the 
Sapega code. A quest 
tour was the first such 
experiment, designed 
to draw attention to the 
history of the city.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
of Written Language 
Day also included the 
launch of commemora-
tive stamps and a post-
al envelope, as well as 
workshops on tradition-
al crafts and an exhibi-

tion-sale of thematic souvenir 
products of folk craftsmen. 
Trying to immerse the guests of 
the holiday in the atmosphere 
of an aristocratic feast or a 
peasant dinner of the past, they 
were treated to dishes from the 
works of Belarusian writers.

The concert by professional 
musicians and Belarusian pop 
stars The Song is Flowing over 
the River Shchara finished the 
celebrations in Slonim in style, 
alongside the solemn ceremo-
ny of passing the baton of the 
festival to the Mogilev Re-
gion’s Belynichi.

Festival of books 
and press

Grodno Region’s Slonim became 
the capital of the 26th Day of 
Belarusian Written Language, 
with thousands of guests and participants gathering 
for a colourful national holiday. The festival is 
traditionally held on the first weekend of September 
and involved a number of interesting events.
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By Irina Sergeeva

Competitions among spe-
cial operations forces took 
place in the Brestsky army ex-
ercise area, featuring teams of 
army scouts from Belarus and 
Russia. The Belarusian team 
gained victory after six stages 
of the contest.

The Polar Star contest has 
been added to the Internation-

al Army Games this year. In 
the course of the contest the 
teams endured a 30km forced 
march, use a compass bearing 
to retrieve a cache, and cross a 
patch of land full of mines and 
explosive devices. The teams 
also had to demonstrate their 
shooting skills at night and in 
daytime and show their abil-
ity to go through an obstacle 
course. The groups were air-

lifted back to base by a heli-
copter at the end.

Before this, the Brestsky ex-
ercise area has also hosted the 
Sniper Frontier contest, bringing 
together teams from 21 countries 
to reveal the best in individual 
and in group exercises, as well 
as in biathlon which was held in 
the form of a relay race. In the 
total team standings Belarusian 
snipers were awarded gold.

It’s important not 
to lose one’s edge

By Natalia Yemelyanova

Wargaming and Belavia make 
video documentary about World 
of Tanks-themed aircraft. The films 
feature Belarus’ Foreign Minister, 
a soloist of the Lyapis-98 band 
and a participant of the Kvartet I 
amongst many others.

The short film tells us step-by-step 
how Belarus’ most famous aircraft was 
created, as well as about the transfor-
mation of the World of Tanks-themed 
aircraft into a ‘flying advertisement’ for 
wargaming, Belavia and of the whole 
country.

“The appearance of these aircraft is an 
important event for our companies and for 
the whole of Belarus.” notes Maksim Chu-
valov, Publishing Director of the World of 
Tanks. “Many associate them with Bela-
rus, and over time, they have become a 
flag-flying brand for our country.”

“We constantly receive a huge 
amount of interest in the World of 
Tanks-themed aircraft wherever they 
land.” notes Belavia’s Director General, 
Anatoly Gusarov. “People take photos 
with them, share their photos on social 
networks and, when booking tickets, 
they hope that they will be able to fly to 
Belarus on them.”

Over the first three years, the World 
of Tanks-themed aircraft has made 
1,550 flights and visited airports of 28 
countries, transporting 300,000 passen-
gers around the world. The second plane 
has made 400 flights and is currently 
just beginning its journey, it can often 

be seen in Germany, France, Poland and 
Minsk National Airport, where it brings 
passengers from other states.

This aircraft will also bring many 
guests to the forthcoming Wargaming 
Fest: Tanker Day, to be held in Minsk 
on September 15th. It’s expected that 

this year the festival will bring together 
more than 200,000 people. Representa-
tives of 28 countries, from as far afield 
as the UAE, Hong Kong, Bahrain and 
Kuwait, have already purchased tickets 
to the VIP area of the Wargaming Fest: 
Tanker Day.

Video documentary devoted to 
World of Tanks-themed aircraft

By Olga Korneeva

The team, which comprised 
workers from the Minsk City De-
partment of the Belarusian Emer-
gencies Ministry, won the 9th 
Firefighter Combat Challenge 
in the Polish city of Kolobrzeg. 
The Belarusian rescuers took 
first place in the team rankings. 
Poland and Ukraine were placed 
second and third respectively.

Teams competed for medals 
in the following categories: team, 

individual men’s and women’s, 
tandem (men), tandem mixed 
(men and women), and relay.

The Firefighter Combat 
Challenge included over 120 
participants representing 22 
teams of emergency response 
services, including those from 
Austria, the UK, the Czech Re-
public and Germany. 

This year, the competition 
took place on a beach for the 
first time, which was a surprise 
to the participants.

Top-flight 
performance
Belarusian rescuers placed 
first at Polish competition

Belarusian military won Polar Star 
contest, held as part of International 
Army Games-2019
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By Vladimir Velikhov

National Historical Museum 
prepares a project to commem-
orate the 110th anniversary of 
the birth of diplomat Andrey 
Gromyko

The Andrey Gromyko — Diplomat 
of the Soviet Era exhibition has been 
launched at the National Historical Mu-
seum of Belarus. The exhibition, ded-
icated to the 110th anniversary of the 
birth of the Soviet diplomat, statesman 
and native of Belarus presents materi-
als depicting his life, work and herit-
age. Among them are copies of decrees, 
treaties, statutes and diplomatic notes, 
as well as a variety of photographic ma-
terials, including pictures of significant 
international events in which the poli-
tician was directly involved. The exhi-
bition introduces not only his political 
activities and work as Soviet Ambassa-
dor to the United States as well as the 
USSR’s Foreign Minister, but also the 

personal life of one of the greatest dip-
lomats of the 20th century.

As the Foreign Minister, Mr. Gro-
myko played an important role in the 
settlement of the Caribbean crisis, 
organised the signing of a number of 

key international treaties in the field 
of disarmament and arms limitation 
and contributed to the creation of 
the OSCE. The diplomat held great 
authority among Soviet and foreign 
politicians and his western colleagues 

nicknamed him ‘Mr. No’ for the rigid 
style of his negotiations.

In Belarus, a street and a school in 
the city of Vetka, as well as a park in 
Gomel, where the diplomat’s bust was 
erected, are named after him.
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By Oleg Bogomazov

The Belarusian delegation, 
led by the Deputy Informa-
tion Minister, Igor Buzovsky, 
held several meetings with 
representatives of China’s 
state agencies and publishers. 
At a meeting with the Direc-
tor and the Editor-in-Chief 
of the New World Press Pub-
lishing House, Ding Yun, the 
delegation presented the Ten 
Famous People of Belarus 
project implemented with the 
support of the Belarusian Em-
bassy in China. The book is 
already available in China’s 
bookshops.

The Chinese party in-
formed the Belarusian delega-
tion about the structure of its 
publishing and bookselling in-
dustry and noted that Internet 
sales have increased signifi-
cantly. Over a thousand state-
owned bookshops promote 
Chinese authors who write 
literature with social themes. 

Another priority of the Chi-
nese publishers is to ensure 
that all projects pay off.

The Belarusian party pro-
posed to discuss projects to 
publish and sell works by Be-
larusian writers in China. At a 
meeting with Lu Cairong, the 
Vice President of the China In-
ternational Publishing Group, 
and Xu Bu, the President of 
Foreign Languages Press, the 
Belarusian delegation offered 
to consider translating works 
of Belarusian literature into 
Chinese to then sell them in 
China. Belarus proposed a pilot 
project to publish Vladimir Ko-
rotkevich’s novel, Savage Hunt 
of King Stakh, which is read by 
both young people and adults.

According to the Chinese 
party, a book about statecraft 
by Xi Jinping in the Belaru-
sian language will soon be 
available.

On the fringes of the fair, 
Mr. Buzovsky joined the Am-
bassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of Belarus to 
China, Kirill Rudy, to negoti-
ate with the Deputy Head of 
the State Administration of 
Radio and Television of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
Fan Weiping. Representatives 
of the Belarusian and Chinese 
delegations discussed bilateral 
co-operation strategies in mass 
media and book publishing.

The Chinese side upheld 
the proposal to extend the 2015 
memorandum of co-operation 
between the Information Min-
istry of Belarus and the State 
Administration of Press, Publi-
cation, Radio, Film and Televi-
sion of China.

Top of the agenda was 
also the Belarusian-Chinese 

Media Forum to be held 
in Belarus in 2020. The 
event will bring together 
mass media representa-
tives of the two countries. 
A proposal has been put for-
ward to exchange television 
crews to shoot documen-
taries about both coun-
tries, their culture and 
contemporary authors. 
Mr. Weiping is inter-
ested in formalising the 
initiatives in the updated 
memorandum. He em-
phasised the importance of 
this document and suggest-
ed signing it during the next 
meeting of the two heads of 
states, Aleksandr Lukashen-
ko and Xi Jinping.

Exhibition devoted to a well-
known fellow countryman

At the museum exhibition

Proposals arouse interest
Belarusian and Chinese book publishers and TV journalists discuss 
mutually beneficial joint projects at 26th Beijing International Book Fair

Andrey Gromyko
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High-speed rail tunnel link-
ing Finland and Estonia under 
the Baltic Sea.

An ambitious plan to build 
a vast railway tunnel under the 
Baltic Sea to connect Finland 
and Estonia looks set to go 
ahead after the project secured 
€15 billion in funding.

The tunnel, which is support-
ed by both countries’ govern-
ments, would connect the Finnish 
capital of Helsinki with the Esto-
nian capital of Tallinn — cutting 
a two to three hour ferry crossing 
to just 20 minutes by train.

If completed the infrastruc-
ture would be the longest under-
sea tunnel in the world, eclipsing 
the Channel Tunnel that connects 
England with northern France. 

The new funding comes 
from Chinese investment Touch-
stone Capital Partners, with one 
third provided as private equity 
and two thirds as debt financing. 
Late last year the project also se-
cured a €100m investment from 
Dubai-based ARJ Holding.

A feasibility study on the 
project conducted last year es-
timated the cost of the project 

at €13-20bn but found it would 
have a huge positive impact on 
the economies of both coun-
tries — effectively creating a 
major metropolitan area span-
ning the Baltic sea.

As well as bringing the 
two cities closer together, the 
scheme would also link Fin-
land to Rail Baltica — an EU-
backed plan to build a high-
speed rail line through the 
Baltic states to link them to the 
European network. 

G7 nations — Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan and the US — 
agreed to provide $20 million 
in emergency funding to fight 
the Amazon fires.

A record number of fires are 
currently burning in the Am-
azon, with Brazil’s Space Re-
search Centre revealing an 83 
perceny increase compared to a 
year earlier and other 80,000 in 
Brazil alone. Wildfires have also 
spread in neighbouring Bolivia.

Macron surprised everyone 
by holding a meeting with Irani-

an Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 
on the sidelines of the summit. 
He said the conditions for a 
meeting between Trump and 
his Iranian counterpart, Hassan 
Rouhani, have been created. He 
added that a meeting could take 
place within weeks.

Paris and Washington, at 
loggerheads in recent weeks 
over France’s GAFA tax — so-
called because it targets tech-
nology corporations including 
Google, Apple, Facebook and 
Amazon — have also agreed to 
work together ‘to get out of the 

difficulties that exist between 
us’, Macron said.

He explained that the two 
countries plan to work together 
to ‘modernise the international 
fiscal system’. If they can reach 
an agreement, France will then 
scrap its tax.

The French President said 
that G7 leaders were willing to 
modernise the rules of world 
trade. “The G7 wants to over-
haul the World Trade Organiaa-
tion in order to more efficiently 
protect intellectual property, 
solve disputes more quickly and 

stop unfair practices. The days 
of naiveté are over but so are 
the days of trying to solve the 
problem bilaterally. Joint work 
is the new way of doing things.”

While the armed conflict in 
eastern Ukraine was not one of 
the central themes of the sum-
mit, Macron did mention dur-
ing his final press conference 
that he and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel would soon 
be holding a summit with the 
Russian and Ukrainian leaders 
to try and work out a solution 
on the crisis.

W
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Swathes of the 
Arctic are ablaze
The Arctic is melting — but 
it’s also on fire. And these 
wildfires could transform 
the pace, and scope, of 
global warming.

The Arctic is transforming 
before our eyes: the ice caps are 
melting, the tree-line is shift-
ing northwards, starving polar 
bears wander into cities. The 
region is warming twice as fast 
as the rest of the planet due to 
climate change, largely due to 
changes in albedo — the loss 
of sunlight-reflecting ice and 
snow, replaced by sunlight-ab-
sorbing ocean and soil. This is 
driving a dangerous positive 
feedback cycle where heating 
spirals into more heating.

And, now, the Arctic isn’t 
only losing its ice. It is being 
set ablaze.

Gargantuan forest fires in 
Siberia, which burned for more 
than three months, created a 
cloud of soot and ash as large as 
the countries that make up the 
entire European Union. More 
than four million hectares of 
Siberian taiga forest went up in 
flames. Fires have also raged in 
the boreal forests of Greenland, 
Alaska and Canada.

Though images of blazing 
infernos in the Arctic Circle 
might be shocking to many, 
they come as little surprise to 
Philip Higuera, a fire ecologist 
at the University of Montana, 
in the US, who has been stud-
ying blazes in the Arctic for 
more than 20 years.

“I’m not surprised — these 
are all the things we have been 
predicting for decades,” he says.

Higuera and his team pre-
dicted in 2016, based on sophis-
ticated computer modelling, that 
fires in the boreal forests and 
Arctic tundra would increase by 
up to four times by 2100.

World leaders gather for 
G7 Summit in France

With technological ad-
vances, farming is chang-
ing and more and more 
moving indoors

An artificial intelligence ex-
pert, Tobias Peggs founded Square 
Roots with investor Kimball Musk 
(Elon’s brother) two years ago. 
They’ve signed a deal with one of 
America’s big distribution com-
panies, Gordon Food Service, to 
locate herb-growing containers at 
some its 200 warehouses.

“Rather than ship food 
across the world, we ship the cli-
mate data and feed it into our op-
erating system,” says Mr. Peggs. 
He says the deal represents 

everything about indoor farm-
ing’s potential: locally grown, 
quick-to-market, fresh produce 
that can be harvested year-round 
and is free of pesticides and not 
affected by harsh weather.

“Indoor farming can an-
swer many of the questions 
being asked by today’s con-
sumers about the provenance, 
sustainability and health of the 
food they eat,” he says.

Jeffrey Landau, director of 
business development at Ag-
ritecture Consulting estimates 
the global value of the verti-
cal farming market will rise to 
about $6.4bn by 2023.

The future of agriculture 
may be moving indoors

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

High-speed rail tunnel linking Finland 
and Estonia under the Baltic Sea

The Group of Seven (G7) Summit ended in Biarritz with a final 
press conference by French President Emmanuel Macron

An ambitious plan 
to build a vast 
railway tunnel 
under the Baltic 
Sea to connect 
Finland and 
Estonia looks set 
to go ahead after 
the project secured 
€15 billion in 
funding
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By Svetlana Savelieva

This is largely facilitated by the ef-
forts of the local authorities seeking to 
turn this water attraction, located sever-
al kilometres from the regional centre, 
into a tourist Mecca for Belarusian and 
foreign tourists.

For the third year in a row, the site 
hosts the restored ancient Holiday of the 
Sea; in this short period, the admiration 
among residents of the Grodno Region 
and tourists has grown.

“The first excursion along the 
Avgustovsky Canal took place over 
110 years ago. Since then, tourism 
has been developing here,” comments 
the Deputy Chairman of the 
Grodno Regional Execu-
tive Committee, Victor 
Liskovich. “In 1920, 
the Holiday of the 
Sea  was  ce le -
brated for the 
f i r s t  t ime  a t 
the Dombrovka 
flood-gate. Sever-
al years ago, it was 
revived and improved 
with modern amuse-
m e n t s  a n d  t h i s 
festival on the 
banks of the 
cana l ,  con-
necting the 

Vistula and the Nieman, now attracts 
tourists from all over the world.” 

Local waters have 
seen  many  unusu-

al expeditions. 
This year, Zmey 

(Dragon) Goryn-
ich, a tiered cake and a 

wheeled ship have sailed 
here, there were eleven 

teams in total. There are 
not many rules, a ‘vessel’ 

must stay afloat and amuse 
the spectators. As a result, 

the Grand Prix went to 
a ship disguised as 

a T-34 tank, it 
was floating in 

the wake of thick smoke, releasing vol-
leys of fireworks into the sky.

“We’ve come from the Dyatlovo 
District in Grodno,” team captain Denis 
Trofimchik tells us. “We’ve worked hard 
to ensure our tank looks realistic. We had 
no doubt about our theme this year as we 
are celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
the liberation of Belarus and the 75th 
anniversary of the creation of the Grod-
no Region. We’ve decided to create our 
craft in honour of these dates.”

Another feature of the festival is a 
swamp football tournament. 22 teams 
expressed their desire to get muddy and 
have fun. Interestingly, the field is full of 
mud and ‘footballers’ mostly struggle, 
but always help each other out. Everyone 

seems happy and the adrena-
line runs 

high. During the day, local residents and 
tourists were offered to ride a soap slide, 
‘soak a neighbour’ with a water pistol 
and battle with sumo wrestlers.

Recently, the traditional Avgustovsky 
Canal in the Culture of Three Nations 
Festival was held for the 19th time near 
Dombrovka, opening with a theatrical 
procession of its participants. For the first 
time, a 4-metre canvas featuring the logo 
of the Avgustovsky Canal was presented. 
Teams from Belarus, the border regions 
of Poland, and Lithuania performed on 
the stage. The concert programme was 
varied, including modern and folk songs, 
as well as traditional dances.

A battle of button accordion players 
was the highlight of the event. A dozen 
of performers surprised the audience 
with their skills. The winner was chosen 
by the spectators. 

The sports and entertainment ground 
also attracted visitors. The organisers 
proposed games such as racing with a 
yoke and ‘sweet’ racing. Furthermore, 
anyone could take part in the rural bowl-
ing where pumpkins and cabbages were 
used as balls.

Guests had the opportunity to find out 
about the culture, rituals and crafts of the 
border regions of the three countries. An 
exhibition of traditional national clothes 
was opened, inviting visitors to master 
classes in making amulets, souvenirs 
from straw and clay, and in weaving belts.

In addition, the result of the Four 
Seasons of the Avgustovsky Canal 

photo show were summed 
up. Guests of the festival 

were able to visit the 
canal’s museum and 

travel along the 
w a t e r w a y  o n 

the ship.

Hot August at Avgustovsky 
Canal 
Two hundred years ago, 
a man-made waterway 
connected the Nieman 
and Vistula rivers for the 
transportation of cargo 
and timber rafting. It has 
gained a new lease of life 
now as a major tourist 
attraction.
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By Igor Svetlov

At the end of the summer, 
the Raubichi Republican 
Centre for Olympic Train-
ing in Winter Sports host-
ed the World Champion-
ship in Summer Biathlon. 
Over 250 athletes from 
27 countries gathered in 
Belarus.

It was extremely hot at the 
venue, in terms of both weath-
er and emotions. Our shoot-
ing skiers captured four 
medals, and in the overall 
rankings, they shared 
first place with 
the national 
t e a m  o f 

China. However, awards were 
won by representatives of the 
men’s junior team while the 
leaders of the national team 
were very close to making the 
podium. The main team was 
expected to win, but in the end, 
it was decided that everything 
worked out for the best. These 
are young athletes for whom 
the summer world event is 

usually the most important 
competition. Fortunately, 
our Belarusian biathletes 

passed with flying colours.
The main job of the 

elite athletes at summer 
competitions is to assess 

their readiness for the 
winter and not become 
injured when falling on 

the tarmac. The Belarusians 
managed to accomplish both. 

Furthermore, Dinara Alimbe-
kova could have won a medal 
if she had not accidently fired 
into an opponent’s target. At 
the end, the Olympic champion 
and her teammate, Irina Krivko 
assured us that they are pleased 
with their physical condition, 
and by the winter it will be im-
proved.

The young athletes also 
did well. Our men’s junior 
team left nothing to chance to 

take the gold from Raubichi, 
Nikita Lobastov won the su-
per sprint, while Dmitry La-
zovsky managed to maintain 
the set pace and, in the two 
remaining races, sprint and 
pursuit, he won gold medals. 
Lobastov also contributed to 
the medal standings in the last 
race, finishing immediately 
after Lazovsky in the pursuit, 
taking second place. “This is 
my childhood dream, to finish 
with a flag on top of my native 
podium!” Dmitry Lazovsky 
was overwhelmed with emo-
tion. “I see the World Cham-
pionship as a very positive ex-
perience for myself. However, 
there are times it’s necessary to 
work and, by winter, to try to 
fix all my mistakes. Of course, 
I want to repeat my success at 
the Junior World Champion-
ships this winter.”

The junior women’s na-
tional team of Belarus didn’t 
make the flower ceremo-
nies, but the Belarusian men 
and women managed to get 
a few bouquets, joining the 
top-6, Anton Smolsky, Victor 
Krivko, Sergey Bocharnikov, 
Roman Yeletnov and Dinara 
Alimbekova (with her disap-
pointing fourth place).

No snow, but 
plenty of medals

By Arina Novikova

The Small Crystal Globe 
was given to the outstand-
ing athlete by the First Vice 
President of the Internation-
al Biathlon Union (IBU) Jiri 
Hamza. On behalf of the Pres-
ident of the National Olym-
pic Committee and the Head 
of State, Belarus’ Sports and 
Tourism Minister,  Sergey 
Kovalchuk, presented Darya 
Domracheva with a biathlon 
rifle for her services to the 
development of sport and bi-
athlon in Belarus.

“Not long ago,  Darya 
Domracheva left biathlon for 
good so today we are award-
ing her with the Small Crystal 
Globe. We give our thanks to 
this prominent athlete, who 
inspired many aspiring sport-
speople. I hope that she will 
continue contributing to the 
development of biathlon in 
Belarus in another area,” Mr. 
Kovalchuk said.

Darya, in turn, emphasised 
how important fair play is in 
sport. “I am very happy to hold 
this Small Crystal Globe. This 
event shows everyone who has 
anything to do with biathlon 
that sport must stay clean,” the 
athlete said. 

Darya Domracheva was 
awarded the Small Crystal 
Globe in the Women’s Pursuit 
for the 2014/15 IBU season 
following a decision about the 
Russian biathlete, Yekateri-
na Glazyrina. Because of her 
anti-doping rule violation, the 
latter was disqualified for two 

years and her results from De-
cember 19th, 2013 to February 
10th, 2017 were annulled. Fol-
lowing the revision of the points 
of the 2014/15 season, the Be-
larusian topped the Women’s 
Pursuit table. Darya Domrache-
va scored equal points to Kai-
sa Makarainen of Finland but, 
thanks to a larger number of 
pursuit victories, the Belarusian 
topped the classification.

Sport to be 
fair and clean

By Irina Sergeeva

Belarusian sportswoman 
Anna Streltsova earns 
two silver medals at the 
2019 IWWF Waterski 
World Championships, 
held in Malaysia

The Belarusian finished 
second in ski jumping, with a 
result of 53.5m. Gold was won 
by Australian Jacinta Carroll 
while bronze went to US ath-
lete Regina Jaquess.

Anna Streltsova also claimed 

silver in the overall rankings 
(figure skating, ski jumping, 
and slalom). Canadian Whitney 
McClintock celebrated her vic-
tory while the US athlete Brooke 
Baldwin took third place.

In September, Belarus is 
hosting two European Water 
Skiing Championships. Com-
petitions in cable ski and jun-
ior continental championships 
will be held at the Republican 
Centre for Olympic Training in 
Water Skiing in Volchkovichi 
near Minsk.

Waterski queen

Belarusian biathlete and four-
time Olympic champion Darya 
Domracheva awarded Small Crystal 
Globe in Women Pursuit of 2014/15 
IBU season, as part of ongoing 
2019 IBU Summer Biathlon World 
Championships at Raubichi

Nikita Lobastov and Dmitry Lazovsky

Irina Krivko

Darya Domracheva

Anna Streltsova
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By Natalia Yemelyanova

The team, led by Vladimir 
Shantarovich, confirmed the 
class previously shown at the 
2nd European Games. The six 
gold medals won by our ath-
letes are a good omen for the 
future. Furthermore, five out 
of the fourteen medals were 
won by Belarusians in the 
Olympic disciplines.

Marina Litvinchuk and 
Olga Khudenko claimed two 
gold medals in K2 Women’s 
200m and K2 500m, while 
Yelena Nozdreva (C1 Wom-
en’s 500m), Olga Klimova 
(C1 5,000m) and Oleg Yuren-
ya (K1 Men’s 5,000m) also 
became world champions, as 
did Stanislav Daineko and 
Dmitry Natynchik (in the K2 
Men’s 500m).

Silver medals were earned 
by Nikita Borikov (K1 Men’s 
500m), Artem Kozyr (C1 
Men’s 200m), Olga Khuden-
ko (K1 200m) and the team 
of Marina Litvinchuk, Olga 
Khudenko, Nadezhda Popok 
and Margarita Makhneva in the 
K4 Women’s 500m.

Bronze awards went to Ma-
rina Litvinchuk (K1 Women’s 
5,000m), Yelena Nozdreva (C1 
Women’s 200m), Olga Klimo-
va and Nadezhda Makarch-
enko (C2 Women’s 500m), as 
well as Andrey Bogdanovich, 

Yevgeny Tengel,  Maksim 
Krysko and Vitaly Osetsky (in 
C4 Men’s 500m).

The current world champi-
onship has once again confirmed 
the athletic instincts of the head 
coach, Vladimir Shantarovich. 
Of the 14 awards won by Be-
larusians, four were claimed by 

our female canoeists. This sport 
was only recently included in 
the Olympic programme couple 
of. Tokyo will see the debut for 
the sport and Belarus is just one 
of those countries developing it 
in advance.

Belarusian rowers have 
never brought so many med-

als from the world champion-
ships. Prior to this, our rowers 
managed to win a maximum of 
10 awards. Each one requires 
years of hard work on rivers 

and canals. Against this back-
ground, the current success is 
a real breakthrough and a sig-
nificant bid for the upcoming 
Olympics!

Golden squad heading for Tokyo
Belarusians once again proved at the ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships, held 
in Hungarian Szeged, that they are fit to be included amongst the world elite. Our 
athletes earned 14 awards, including six golds and first place in the team standings.

Aleksandr Lukashenko sent congratulations to the national canoe and kayak team, say-
ing: ‘I congratulate you on your excellent results at the ICF Canoe Sprint World Cham-
pionships in Szeged where you won 14 medals, including 6 gold. You have once again 
confirmed that the Belarusian squad is the world leader in this sport. This has become 
possible due to the professionalism and hard work of athletes, coaches and experts’.
The President congratulated each of the champion athletes. In greetings sent to the 
team, Mr. Lukashenko expressed confidence that the well-organised national squad will 
approach the 2020 Olympiad with superb team composition and in the same wonderful 
shape. He also wished the athletes good health, well-being and sporting longevity.

S U P P O R T  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

By Irina Sergeeva

International Olympic Day at 
Olimpiysky Sports Complex in 
Minsk

The variety of events held was tru-
ly incredible, 45 federations for various 
sports were represented and over 40 
sports grounds attracted visitors with 
simulators and equipment. 

In the activity areas, guests could 
test themselves in various sports, talk to 
famous athletes and compete for prizes. 
The four-time Olympic champion in bi-
athlon, Darya Domracheva, held a prize 
draw on behalf of the National Olympic 
Committee. Among the guests of the fes-
tival were our famous rower, Aleksandr 
Bogdanovich, Olympic champion in bas-
ketball, Tatiana Beloshapko, and hockey 
player, Dmitry Meleshko. At the cycling 
stand, world champion, Yevgeny Korolek 
was the focus of attention. The athlete said 

that before he began cycling, he had tried 
wrestling, football and even the hammer 
throw. Coaches then spotted his talent and 
the young man began winning medals at 
major international races. While recall-

ing the difficult path he had to take, the 
cyclist agrees that words are not enough 
to choose a sport. It’s important to see it 
close up and try. This was the purpose of 
the International Olympic Day in Minsk.

Parents at the event were able to get 
information about sports institutions in 
Minsk, to talk with representatives of 
sports clubs and youth sports schools.

A separate area was devoted to 
medicine in sport. The Republican Sci-
entific and Practical Centre of Sports 
presented the latest developments in 
the diagnosis of the body and recov-
ery from serious physical activity. Its 
specialists helped determine the predis-
position of the child to certain sports. 
The National Anti-Doping Agency has 
prepared a quiz for children already in-
volved in the sport on the knowledge of 
anti-doping rules.

The ‘stork’ mascot of the Team BY na-
tional team was also present at the event. 

The awards ceremony for the win-
ners of the European Youth Olympic 
Festival recently held in Baku, which 
took place as part of the Minsk event, 
added to its symbolic importance.

Finding one’s own calling in sport

Triumph of Olga Khudenko and Marina Litvinchuk

Stanislav Daineko and Dmitry Natynchik
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AGENDA Thursday, September 5, 2019The Minsk Times

In every person there is a sun. Just let them shine. (Socrates)

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES, CONCERTS AND PARTIES

NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 15th September. Andrey Gromyko — 
Diplomat of the Soviet Era 

NATIONAL LIBRARY  
OF BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 20th September. Prospective
Until 5th October. City Contrasts

NATIONAL CENTRE  
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 14th September. Sport is High Art

MUSEUM OF BELARUSIAN 
LITERATURE HISTORY
13 M. Bogdanovich Street
Until 15th September. Vasil Bykov: 
Stipples of Life
Until 24th October. Caucasus Works 
by Leo Tolstoy

LIBRA
37 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 22nd September. Pictures of the 
Elusory World

DREAMLAND
80 Orlovskaya Street
Until 15th September. Festival of Sand 
Sculptures

VANKOVICH HOUSE
33A Internatsionalnaya Street
Until 12th September. Poetry of Silver

LOSHITSA ESTATE
8 Chizhevsky Lane
Until 27th October. Belarusian Diamond 
in Crown of Palladium Orthodox Icons

OK16
16 Oktyabrskaya Street
Until 29th September. Mythologeme  
of Millennium

EXPIRIMENTUS
9-517 Pobediteley Avenue
Until 31st December. Organismus

HOUSE OF NATURE
9A M.Bogdanovich Street
Until 12th October. Best Toys from USSR

ZAIR AZGUR MUSEUM-
WORKSHOP
8 Zair Azgur Street
Until 14th September. Signs of Artistic Will

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 15th September. Ladies Tricks
Until 15th September. European Martial 
Arts: from Vulcan’s Forge to the Arts  
of Mars

©
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YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
05.09. Pinsk Gentry
06.09. Radio Prudok / School 
of Taxpayers
07 and 08.09. Zavalnya Gentlemen, 
or Belarus in Fantastic Stories 
10.09. Tolerance / Harvest
11.09. Pan Tadeush
12.09. Two Souls

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
33 Masherov Avenue
05 and 06.09. False Note
07 and 08.09. In Search of True Self
10 and 11.09. Nobody Promised Easy Life
12.09. Mechanical Man

CHAMBER DRAMA THEATRE
5 Frunze Street
12.09. Veronika Decides to Die

MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
12.09. Merry Widow

YOUTH THEATRE
17 Kozlov Street
12.09. Trickster Club

OK16
16 Oktyabrskaya Street
10.09. Arche and Ket

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
10.09. Oscar and Pink Lady
12.09. Pygmalion

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
11.09. Serezha
12.09. Pelican

UPPER TOWN
23A Svobody Square
17.09. Days of National Cultures. 
Day of Culture of Azerbaijan
10.09. Piano Duet: Dasha Moroz and 
Tatiana Starchenko
12.09. Galina and Boris Vaikhansky

BELARUSIAN STATE 
PHILHARMONICS
50 Nezavisimosti Avenue
09.09. Jazz Night at Philharmonics: 
Godwin Louis Quartet
11.09. Andrey Sikorsky and Sergey 
Smirnov: devotion to 100th anniversary 
of Victor Merzhanov

RE:PUBLIC
62 Pritytsky Street
08.09. Otto Dix

GRAFFITI
16 Kalinin Lane
07.09. Krestall / Courier

Farewell to summer
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