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Ripe 
cherry 
festival

The Vitebsk Region’s garden-city of Glubokoe, a district centre, recently hosted the 
International Cherry Festival. It’s no surprise that Glubokoe cherries grow in almost every 

courtyard. This year’s festival focused on regional culture, with nine 
groups from Belarus, Poland, Latvia, Georgia, Ukraine and Russia taking 
part in round dances and games, alongside master classes.
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President Aleksandr Lukashenko, 
during the meeting with the Head of 
the EU Delegation to Belarus, An-
drea Wiktorin, has said, “There are 
no obstacles to closer dialogue — on 
economic or political issues. Belarus 
is ready, so let’s move forward in this 
direction, without waiting for parlia-
mentary or presidential elections. Our 
relations are more important than any 
political campaigns — in Belarus or in 
your countries.”

The Head of State highlighted An-
drea Wiktorin’s great contribution to 
the development of relations between 
Belarus and the European Union, 
stressing that, in recent years, they 
have been developing most effectively. 
“I thank you on behalf of the Belaru-
sian people for this period of time that 
you’ve worked in Belarus and our very 
positive relations with the EU,” noted 
the President. “I very much hope that 
the incoming EU diplomat will be able 
to fill your shoes.”

In July, the Head of the EEAS Rus-
sia Division, Dirk Schuebel, was nomi-
nated as the Head of the EU Delegation 
to Belarus, while Andrea Wiktorin is to 
represent EU interests in Armenia.

Mr. Lukashenko expressed special 
gratitude for the financial support pro-
vided by the EU to projects in Belarus, 
including those developing infrastruc-

ture. “This will benefit both Belaru-
sians and Europeans,” he underlined.

Andrea Wiktorin said that, over the 
past few years, Belarus and the Euro-
pean Union have built a relationship 
of trust. “We’re engaging in open dia-
logue on political themes and economic 
issues, as well as on specific, individual 
matters — such as trade and customs.”

The European Union expects Be-
larus to set a date this autumn, for a 
high-level meeting as part of the East-
ern Partnership initiative, in Minsk.

Ms. Wiktorin notes that the major 
topic will be the future of the Eastern 
Partnership, and stresses that there are 
four major areas of cooperation. She is 
eager to see a stronger economy and 
society, built on closer ties and connec-
tions, to enable efficient management. 
“We’d like to hear from all member 
states of the Eastern Partnership,” she 
underlines.

Belarus and the EU are cooperat-
ing within the Eastern Partnership. In 
particular, in May, Brussels hosted an 
Eastern Partnership Foreign Affairs 
Ministerial Meeting and a High-Level 
Conference dedicated to the 10th an-
niversary of the Eastern Partnership, 
with Belarus represented by Foreign 
Minister Vladimir Makei.

The President of Belarus, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, is counting on the assis-
tance of the European Union to stabilise 
the situation in Ukraine. He emphasises, 
“We have a common problem, even a 
disaster — Ukraine. I’m familiar with 
the Ukrainian people, and they have not 
deserved what has happened in Ukraine. 
The presidential and parliamentary 
elections are over. An important issue 
relating to power has been settled. In the 
past, the European Union has sent many 
encouraging signals to this brotherly 
country and nation. I would appreciate 
you providing all possible assistance, to 
help stabilise the situation in Ukraine.”

The President of Belarus empha-
sised that he sympathises with the 
Ukrainian people but also views this as 
a ‘common problem’. “We live in the 
same region. This ulcer, this headache 
for the European Union, should be elim-

inated as soon as possible,” he stressed. 
According to Mr. Lukashenko, the Eu-
ropean Union should bear responsibil-
ity for events in Ukraine, since the EU 
suggested that Ukraine have greater 
engagement with Europe. He believes 
that Ukraine embraced this, express-
ing aspirations in Europe rather than in 
Russia, Belarus or the EAEU. “The Eu-
ropean Union should help the Ukrain-
ian people,” he concluded. Minsk is 
interested in signing an agreement to 
simplify the visa regime between Be-
larus and the EU, wishing to sign it by 
February 2nd, 2020 — when changes 
to the Visa Code will come in to 
force and the Schen-
gen visa will rise in 
price to 80 Euros.

“We’ll sign the 
agreement on visa 
facilitation. I 
can’t give a spe-
cific date but 
all the doc-
uments have 
been prepared 
and both sides 
are undertaking the nec-
essary legal procedures,” 
admits Andrea Wiktorin. 
She has praised the considerable progress 
in relations with Belarus in recent years. 
In particular, assistance from the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment has doubled. “Much has been 
achieved in relations between Belarus and 
the European Union. For example, we’ve 
set up a coordinating group which meets 
semiannually to discuss issues relating 
to human rights, trade, economic devel-
opment, and customs. It’s important that 
experts discuss these issues in close col-
laboration,” notes Ms. Wiktorin.

Interest in twinning projects has been 
growing on both sides, with the projects 
being implemented between the Nati- 
onal Bank of Belarus and banks of Poland, 
Germany and Lithuania. “There is interest 
from the EU, as these efforts provide an 
opportunity for specialists from EU go- 
vernment institutions to share experience 
with Belarusian colleagues,” adds Ms. 
Wiktorin.

Trustworthy relations 
envisage a great deal
Belarus sees no obstacle to political dialogue with European Union

Topical issue 
under focus
By Vladimir Velikhov

The Foreign Ministry is in favour 
of starting negotiations on a new 
framework agreement between 
Belarus and the European Union 
as soon as possible

The Belarusian Deputy Foreign 
Minister — Oleg Kravchenko — made 
the statement as he met with members 
of the working group for Eastern Eu-
rope and Central Asia of the EU Coun-
cil for Foreign Affairs. Representatives 
of Austria, Belgium, UK, Germany, 
Denmark, Ireland, Spain, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
France, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Sweden, Estonia, and the European 
External Action Service were present 
during the meeting in Minsk.

Participants of the meeting dis-
cussed the state of the political di-
alogue and industry-specific coop-

eration between Belarus and the 
European Union, participation of 

Belarus in the European Union’s 
Eastern Partnership Initiative, 

the implementation of the Eu-
ropean Union’s internation-
al technical aid projects in 
Belarus, and the situation 

in Eastern Europe.
Mr. Kravchenko presented Be-

larusian vision of the prospects for 
relations with the European Union. He 
emphasised that it is important to lift 
the remaining sanctions of the Euro-
pean Union and start negotiations on a 
new framework agreement as soon as 
possible. He presented the Belarusian 
approaches to restoring trust and re-
ducing tensions in the region. The dip-
lomat spoke in favour of promoting a 
direct dialogue between the Eurasian 
Economic Union and the European 
Union with a view to forming com-
mon economic space.

The Working Group for Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia is a perma-
nent body in charge of working out 
decisions of the EU Council for For-
eign Affairs in matters concerning 
cooperation with ex-USSR countries. 
The body includes personnel of diplo-
matic missions of the European Union 
member states accredited with govern-
ing bodies in Brussels. The working 
group’s previous visit to Belarus took 
place in June 2015.

True partners keep their word
By Aleksey Fedosov

Aleksandr Lukashenko meets Walid 
al Muallem, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates of the Syrian Arab 
Republic, in Minsk

“We’ve been closely following the 
situation in Syria, and the events un-
folding on your soil. Since the very first 
days of the Syrian conflict, we’ve been 
on the side of the Syrian people, on the 
side of your President,” underlined Mr. 
Lukashenko, during the meeting. “We’ve 
supported Syria’s fair position in every 
way we can and will continue doing so.” 
The Head of State emphasised that there 
are no barriers to Belarus and Syria co-
operating. “We’re ready to do everything 
we can,” he asserted. “You can count on 
Belarus to help in rebuilding your coun-
try after this terrible war.”

Minsk and Damascus enjoy a long 
history of good relations. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko first visited Syria in 1998, 
when it was led by Hafez al-Assad. 
The next visit took place in 2003, when 
Bashar al-Assad was heading the coun-
try. Bashar al-Assad arrived in Belarus 
in 2010 and these top-level contacts 
have brought a high degree of trustwor-
thy partnership.

Walid al Muallem expressed the 
gratitude to Mr. Lukashenko and the 
Belarusian nation on behalf of the Pres-
ident of Syria, Bashar al-Assad, for the 
support rendered to his country during 
this difficult period. “We’ve been hap-
py to see the progress achieved through 
your leadership and are counting on 
the participation of Belarus in rebuild-
ing Syria. We’ll give preference to all 
Belarusian companies seeking to take 
part,” assured the Minister.

During the meeting, the parties not-
ed that the two countries should intensi-
fy economic interaction to more closely 
match that of political contacts between 
our two states. This is the major task 
of bilateral relations. Walid al Mual-
lem thanked Belarus for taking Syrian 
children for recuperation and asked that 
such recuperation programmes contin-
ue. The President gave assurance that 
this will be given consideration.

Current developments in Syria came 
under discussion, with the Prime Mi- 
nister informing the Belarusian Head of 
State of the situation in the country and 
possible paths towards conflict resolu-
tion. Syria is pinning hope on the forth-
coming session of the Intergovernmen-
tal Commission for Trade, Economic 
and Technical Cooperation — taking 
place in Damascus. Terms are currently 
being agreed but it should be held next 

month in Damascus (as decided during 
the negotiations in Minsk).

Walid al Muallem views the results 
of the meeting with the President of Be-
larus, Aleksandr Lukashenko, and with 
Foreign Minister Vladimir Makei, as 
important, noting that a range of vital 
and wide-ranging topics were covered 
in a fruitful manner.

Andrea Wiktorin

Walid al Muallem
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In 2018, bilateral turnover totalled $582.7 mil-
lion (up 32 percent on the previous year), with 
Belarusian exports reaching $485.6 million. Last 
year, Latvia was placed fourteenth among Belarus’ 
trading partners, in terms of trade turnover, and 
occupied tenth place in terms of export supplies.

F A C T S

By Vladimir Khromov

President of Belarus meets 
Foreign Minister of Latvia, 
Edgars Rinkevics, to dis-
cuss economic and trade 
issues, while also paying 
attention to politics 

Aleksandr Lukashenko is 
convinced that our countries’ 
current level of bilateral trade 
(of nearly $600 million) is far 
from reaching its potential. 
He underlined, “I wouldn’t 
want politics to dominate the 
economic agenda; however, if 
some countries don’t under-
stand us and if this affects the 
Belarusian economy, we’ll look 
for better options. I’m very glad 
that no major obstacles exist to 
our relationship with you, your 
country, the leadership or peo-
ple of this good Baltic coun-
try.” He added, “Of course, 
you can’t disregard the posi-
tion of the European Union. I 
understand the situation; there 
are twenty-eight countries and 
many aren’t happy about the 
procedures by which they must 
abide. Nevertheless, you find 
opportunities to build balanced 
and decent relations with your 
neighbour Belarus.”

The President underlined 
that Belarus plans to scale up 
cooperation with Latvia, par-
ticularly in the spheres of trade 
and economy, because this is the 
foundation for building a politi-
cal and diplomatic framework. 
He noted, “We’ll deepen our 
trade-economic cooperation, if 
you’re ready for that. We’ll step 
up our efforts in the interests of 
our countries.”

Mr. Lukashenko mentioned 
that he plans a trip to Riga very 
soon, and that he’s heard of Be-
larusians being amazed by what 
they see in the Latvian capital.

The Latvian Foreign Min-
ister mentioned the same im-
pressions of Minsk, to which 
the President replied that main 
development goal for Minsk is 
to create comfortable living con-
ditions for residents, including 
park zones and a quay for the 
River Svisloch.

Latvia is interested in nor-
malisng relations between Be-
larus and the European Union 
and takes a pragmatic and pru-

dent position on this issue. Mr. 
Lukashenko stressed to Mr. 
Rinkevics, “We want good re-
lations with Western Europe, 
and with Europe in general, the 
European Union, and the United 
States, but we’ll never ruin our 
relations with brotherly Russia.”

The Head of State contin-
ued, “This is our Russia; our 
people, who respect us. The 
Belarusian President has an 
approval rating across mul-
tinational Russia of over 60 
percent. Why should we give 
the cold shoulder to a country 
that has lent us a helping hand 
in difficult times? This doesn’t 
mean that we’ll give up on our 
relations with the West, the 
East, or the People’s Republic 
of China — with whom we 
have good relations and com-
mon interests. I’m telling you 
this publicly and openly: I want 
you to understand, and ignore 
speculations that we are back-
and-forth, or that we depend on 
someone. The world is interde-
pendent: you depend on some-
one, we depend, someone de-
pends on us. I can say the same 
about Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia. We are small states — 
though none are insignificant, 
because all nations are equal, 
small or large. We proceed 
from this viewpoint. A state 
that is huge in terms of area or 

population cannot dictate terms 
to someone else. I totally reject 
that idea.”

The President stressed that 
this is the essence of Belarusian 
independence, saying, “This is 
something that the Baltic States, 
including Latvia, always advo-
cate for. You can be sure that 
you deal with a sovereign inde-
pendent state. This is how it will 
always be — at least as long as 
I’m President.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko said 
that he is grateful for the invi-
tation to visit Latvia and will 
surely undertake such a trip. 
He would like to see the visit 
yield good results, which re-
quires thorough preparation on 
both sides. He asked that his 
best wishes be conveyed to the 
leadership and people of Latvia, 
adding that Belarus is always 
happy to host representatives of 
Latvia.

“Latvia hopes for fruitful po-
litical and economic talks during 
the visit of the Belarusian Presi-

dent to Riga,” Mr. Rinkevics told 
journalists after his meeting with 
the Belarusian Head of State, 
though the date of the visit needs 
to be discussed through diplo-
matic channels. Mr. Rinkevics 
hailed the meeting with Mr. 
Lukashenko as successful.

In his words, the parties 
talked over a number of topics 
that would be on the agenda of 
the forthcoming visit, including 
our bilateral relations. The Min-

ister noted, “I have conveyed 
greetings from our new Pres-
ident, who took office on July 
8th, and have confirmed his invi-
tation for Aleksandr Lukashenko 
to visit Latvia.”

The parties discussed the 
Eastern Partnership initiative 
and the EU. “We are working 
to take cooperation between the 
European Union and Belarus to 
a new level,” added the Latvian 
Minister.

The meeting also highlight-
ed issues of regional security and 
military cooperation, with Mr. 

Rinkevics explaining, “We’ve 
already developed very good 
relations between our defence 
ministries, including in informa-
tion sharing, with contacts at the 
highest military level. We expect 
a visit by the Commander of the 
Latvian National Armed Forces 
to Minsk in August.” 

According to the Minister, 
the parties also discussed in de-
tail the agenda for dialogue be-
tween the European Union and 
Belarus, and Latvia and Belarus. 
“The issue which has been un-
der discussion for a long time 
and the issue that is viewed in 
the European Union as the most 
fundamental is the death penalty. 
I’ve heard the President’s stance 
and we’ll continue discussing 
the matter,” said Mr. Rinkevics. 
“I’d like to note that talks were 
both constructive and frank. We 
don’t always agree but it’s good 
to discuss these issues.”

The Minister added that 
there are some promising pro-
jects relating to transit, logistics 
and transport. Moreover, the 
Belarusian President and the 
Latvian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs are paying close attention to 
preparations for the IIHF World 
Championship, which Belarus 
and Latvia will co-host in 2021. 
Possibilities of facilitating bor-
der crossing procedures for fans 
also came under discussion.

Favourable weather on Baltic Sea

By Olga Korneeva

Belarus-Swiss relations 
reach new heights

The opinion was expressed 
by the First Deputy Prime 
Minister of Belarus, Alek- 
sandr Turchin, as he met with 
the Co-chairwoman of the 
Belarus-Swiss parliamenta-
ry friendship group, Margret 
Kiener Nellen. The First Dep-
uty Prime Minister is confident 
that active contact between the 
countries will continue and the 
elevation of the Swiss diplo-
matic mission in Belarus will 
contribute to it. “In my opinion, 
there are good prospects for bi-

lateral cooperation,” he added.  
In turn, Margret Kiener Nellen 
noted that Belarus-Swiss re-
lations had improved consid-
erably. “There are many steps 

ahead of us that we could act 
upon,” she said.
***

Belarusian Foreign Min-
ister, Vladimir Makei, met the 

Swiss Ambassador to Belarus, 
Claude Altermatt, when pre-
senting copies of his creden-
tials. Both sides discussed cur-
rent issues of political dialogue, 
as well as the state and pros-
pects for further development 
of collaboration in the econom-
ic, humanitarian and cultural 
fields. The Minister welcomed 
the decision of the Swiss to 
raise the level of diplomatic 
representation of Switzerland 
in our country to an embassy 
and expressed hope for its fruit-
ful activity aimed at strength-
ening interaction between the 
two countries. During the ses-
sion on May 15th, the Federal 

Council decided to upgrade the 
Swiss representation in Minsk 
to a full embassy. This decision 
was taken in view of the stea- 
dily growing relations between 
Switzerland and Belarus. The 
embassy in Minsk was planned 
to be opened officially this sum-
mer by the Head of the Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA), Federal Councillor, 
Ignazio Cassis. Belarus already 
has an embassy in Bern and the 
country has plans to appoint an 
ambassador to Switzerland this 
year. At present, Belarusian dip-
lomatic mission in Switzerland 
is headed by Charge d’Affaires 
a.i., Pavel Matsukevich.

Prospects backed up with collaboration

The meeting in Minsk was fruitful

Margret Kiener Nellen (in the middle)
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By Vasily Kharitonov

It’s better to see with our 
own eyes, as the President 
of Belarus knows. Visit-
ing the Gomel Region, 
he’s been inspecting the 
harvesting campaign 
firsthand, while discussing 
a range of vital economic 
and social issues on site, 
following on from the 
recently held Republican 
тeleconference discussing 
the harvesting campaign

The President made a tour 
of Belorusneft-Osobino Poultry 
Factory, where he heard about 
the socio-economic develop-
ment of the region, the financial 
state of the enterprise and pros-
pects of its development. He was 
able to see harvesting at Radu-
ga-Agro farm, and observe sev-
eral crop combine harvesters in 
use (all using gas-engine fuel, as 
per his earlier instruction).

The Head of State chatted 
with farm machinery operators, 
asking their opinion on the new 
machinery, its advantages and 
disadvantages. He heard that 
crop combine harvesters using 
gas-engine fuel are rivalling tra-
ditional models in the same eco-
logical class, for their technical 
characteristics and power. The 
President saw the innovative 
harvester last August, during his 
tour of Gomselmash Production 
Association and showed interest 
in the innovation, instructing that 
several such harvesters should 
be purchased for the next har-
vesting campaign, being trialled 
at a farm.

Although slightly more 
expensive than traditional ve-
hicles, it has lower fuel costs 
(which account for around half 
of related costs). The President 
was keen to know if costs are 
coming down, and heard that 
once mass manufacture of crop 
combine harvesters is launched, 
prices should fall. The new har-
vester is expected to sell well in 
Russia and is more environmen-
tally friendly.

The Head of State heard 
about development at Belorus-

neft-Osobino enterprise, which 
is one of the major companies 
in the sphere of poultry produc-
tion, being involved in growing 
grain and raps, and employing a 
full cycle of production. Affilia-
tion with Belorusneft has been 
facilitating the successful devel-
opment of the subsidiary enter-
prise, which is a fully-fledged 
member of the production 
team. Mr. Lukashenko also 
visited production venues in 
the Vetka District and attended 
a complex of swimming pools 
which opened in May 2018 at 
Vetka Children and Youth Sport 
School. There, he heard about 
approaches towards recupera-
tion for those in Chernobyl-af-
fected areas.

Mr. Lukashenko has asked 
that families with many children 
be granted better housing oppor-
tunities in small cities and agro-
towns. The Acting Chairman, 
the First Deputy Chairman of 
the Gomel Regional Executive 
Committee, Gennady Solovei, 
informed the President that, this 
year, they plan to provide hous-

ing for two thousand families 
with many children.

During the working trip 
to the Vetka District, Mr. 
Lukashenko also chatted with 
local residents near Vetka’s 
swimming pool. They wished 
to welcome the President and 
thank him for everything being 
done in the town to raise liv-
ing standards. He greeted them 
warmly in return and thanked 
them for their enduring sup-
port, saying, “You’ve always 
supported me; people in Gomel 
have supported me more than 
anywhere else. There’s no need 
to thank me. It’s me who thank 
you for having trusted in me, 
despite the temptation to leave 
the contaminated territories, 
as we heard so much of in the 
late 1980s. Vetka is one of the 
most beautiful places but, at that 
time, people were frightened. 
Even now, we still don’t know 
everything about radiation. 
When we compared the rate of 
disease in the Gomel Region 
with that of Northern Europe, 
we see little difference. As to 
the long-term problems, no one 
knows as yet.”

One woman mentioned that 
she was on holiday, having trav-
elled from Kazakhstan. Like 
many others, she recorded the 
Belarusian leader on her mo-
bile phone, to look back on as 
a keepsake. “See, people from 
Kazakhstan, which is huge and 
clean, are coming to you for hol-
idays!” Mr. Lukashenko noted, 
addressing local residents, 
while handing out traditional 
‘President’ dark chocolate as a 
gift to children.

“Why didn’t you ask about 
problems or complain?” jour-
nalists asked one man, Alek-
sandr, a pensioner and native of 
Vetka. “What can we complain 
of if everything is well?” he 
replied. “Pensions and salaries 
are paid on time and the shops 
are well-stocked. People garden 
at their summer houses. Those 
who want to work do so, are 
paid and enjoy life.”

After visiting Vetka, the 
Head of State examined the 
harvesting campaign from the 
air, using his Presidential hel-
icopter to fly over the Cherno-
byl-affected areas, across the 
eastern districts through to the 
Vitebsk Region.

Total inspection from 
the earth and air

By Vladimir Mikhailov

President of Belarus con-
ducts Republican тelecon-
ference to discuss harvest-
ing campaign

Teleconferences during 
the harvesting campaign are a 
tradition, helping synchronise 
activity at central and regional 
levels. Taking part in the tel-
econference this year were the 
chairmen of regional executive 
committees and their deputies, 
as well as regional assistants 
of the Head of State, enabling 
comprehensive and substantive 
discussion.

The President stated, “This 
year, harvesting of crops was 
launched ten days later than 
usual, so we need to complete 
most of the work within two 
weeks, to complete the entire 
harvest within twenty days. 
It will be unacceptable not to 
meet the twenty-day deadline!”

It was noted at the session 
that particular officials bear re-
sponsibility for growing a range 
of strategic crops. This issue re-
mains important, with the Pres-
ident demanding close control 
over determined areas. The 
President underlined his aware-
ness of how busy harvest-time 
can be, but added that forecasts 
are optimistic, with gross yield 
expected to exceed that of last 
year. He is keen to see maxi-
mum return, saying that all re-
serves must be met.

The heads of regions an-
swered confidently and in a 
business-like manner, speak-
ing briefly and to the point, as 
they reported on what had been 
done, as well as forthcoming 
plans and what is still lacking. 
Harvesting campaigns are tak-
ing place at various speeds, 
with variation seen in crop 
yields and time of ripening but 
work is underway everywhere 
to some extent.

The topic of fruit growing 
saw the Governor of the Grod-
no Region, Vladimir Kravtsov, 
giving a report, and the Pres-
ident requesting that this 
branch of agriculture receive 
an overhaul. He is keen to see 
the country adopt the technol-
ogies of hybrid rye growing, as 
trialled in the Vitebsk Region 
— since it’s an economically 
viable crop. He added that he 
has been astonished at how hy-
brid rye withstands our climate, 

‘standing tall, like soldiers’, 
adding that huge demand ex-
ists for rye, making it profi- 
table to sell. The Chairman of 
the Mogilev Regional Execu-
tive Committee, Leonid Zayats, 
was praised for his work with 
personnel and for fulfilling his 
promise to make significant 
progress in the Mogilev Re-
gion. Everything is going well 
so far. However, the President 
reminded Mr. Zayats about ex-
perimental fields with crops in 
the Gomel Region created at 
the time when the current Gov-
ernor of the Mogilev Region 

was working as the Minister of 
Agriculture and Food. The ex-
perience gained there should be 
put to wider use. 

The President is keen to op-
timise crop farming organisa-
tion, to reflect climatic change. 
Traditional growing methods 
are losing efficiency, so adap-
tation is vital. The Minsk Re-
gion’s harvest is progressing 
well, as noted by the Chairman 
of the Minsk City Executive 
Committee, Anatoly Sivak. He 
reported that twenty-six farms 
attached to Minsk enterprises 
are within the zone of Minsk’s 
responsibility and that all have 
begun harvesting, with good 
crop yields predicted. The Pres-
ident asked the Government to 
ensure that the agro-industri-
al complex receives adequate 
fuel, fertilisers and machinery, 
with support rendered where 
necessary. The major conclu-
sion of the gathering was that 
agro-production is well-organ-
ised, with everyone knowing 
their duties to ensure a smooth-
ly running operation.

A summer day 
feeds whole year

During the harvesting, 
the stakes are placed on 

domestically-produced 
equipment
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By Vladimir Velikhov

An artificial intelligence research 
institute will appear at the Great 
Stone Chinese-Belarusian In-
dustrial Park, with International 
Intelligent Machines Co. Ltd and 
the United Institute of Informat-
ics Problems of NAS of Belarus 
signing a corresponding memo-
randum during the 1st Forum on 
Artificial Intelligence

“The document determines the 
stages for the institute’s establish-
ment. It contains a range of areas of 
interest both to the Chinese and Be-
larusians, connected with intellectual 
robotics, navigation of robots, systems 

of intellectual vision and voice inter-
faces,” Aleksandr Tuzikov, the Direc-
tor General of the United Institute of 
Informatics Problems told journalists. 
According to him, both sides plan to 
start direct implementation of the pro-
ject in early 2020. By the end of the 
year, all organisational issues should 
be settled, as well as financing con-
cerns.

Mr. Tuzikov underlined that 
collaboration with the Chinese 
company will promote the 
development of new inno-
vation technologies in Be-
larus. He noted that Chi-
na pays huge importance 
to the sphere of artificial 
intelligence. In 2017, the 
country adopted the pro-
gramme which it plans to 
become a world leader in this 

area, and China injects huge amounts 
of money into its development.

In turn, the Director General for 
Technologies of the In-

ternational Intelligent 
Machines Co. Ltd, 
H u a n  We i  We i , 
is  confident  that 
the establishment 

of the joint insti-
tute will enable the 

countries to bring 
cooperation in the 
sphere of artifi-
cial intelligence 
to a completely 
new level, since 

the countries will 
complement each 
other. “Our in-
teraction will be-

come an example 

in this area,” believes Huan Wei Wei. 
He also thinks that this cooperation 
will benefit Belarus and the neigh-
bouring states.

According to the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Industrial Park Devel-
opment Company, Hu Zheng, the cre-
ation of the institute will facilitate the 
increase of the two states’ scientific 
potential, as well as the high-tech de-
velopment in the Chinese-Belarusian 
Industrial Park.

The 1st Forum on Artificial Intelli-
gence was held as part of the Belt and 
Road initiative and its participants 
discussed the development of artifi-
cial intelligence and how it can offer 
opportunities to expand the economy.

Belarus &
 W

orld
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By Svetlana Yevgenieva 

The first company from 
India will be accredited at 
the Belarusian Universal 
Commodity Exchange 
(BUCE) in the near future: 
the relevant agreement 
was reached following the 
visit of the delegation of 
Dhira Timber Industries — 
a major Indian importer of 
forest products —  to the 
central office by the BUCE 

The company is based in 
Delhi and supplies the Indian 
market with a wide range of 
wood products: from lumber and 
chips to plywood and chipboard. 
According to the Commercial 
Director of Dhira Timber Indus-
tries, Rahi Agarwal, the decision 
to enter exchange trading is due 

to the fact that the exchange pro-
vides direct access to timber pro-
ducers, allowing them to remove 
unnecessary intermediary links.

“Our company specialises 
in the wholesale trade of forest 
products, including Belarusian, 
which until recently we bought 
through intermediaries. Since 
this is a very competitive niche 

in India, we work with a min-
imum trade margin, earning 
on volumes. Therefore, for us, 
exchange trading is an opportu-
nity to purchase a resource di-
rectly from the manufacturers. 
Thus, we expect to significant-
ly increase the marginality of 
our business,” said the Indian 
businessman.

Good platform for business

Intelligent 
robotics is in 
big demand

By Aleksey Fedosov

Belarus and Iran pleased 
with the quality of their 
political contacts and 
inter-parliamentary inter-
action

Tehran hosted the fifth 
round of political conferences 
between the Ministries of For-
eign Affairs for the Republic 
of Belarus and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. The Belarusian 
delegation was headed by the 
Deputy Foreign Minister, An-
drei Dapkiunas while the Ira-
nian delegation was led by the 
Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs, Abbas Aragh-
chi. During the meetings, both 
parties discussed issues on the 
bilateral agenda and expressed 
satisfaction with the status of 
political contacts and inter-
parliamentary co-operation. 
They also highlighted the im-
portance of preparation for the 
15th session of the Joint Be-
larusian-Iranian Commission 
on Economic Co-operation 
and the need to improve the 

legal framework of bilateral 
relations.

Andrei Dapkiunas and Ab-
bas Araghchi had a substantial 
discussion of international and 
regional issues. Both parties 
agreed on the need to ensure 
strict compliance with interna-
tional law, to use exclusively 
diplomatic methods to resolve 
the controversy around Iran’s 
nuclear programme and to 
maintain regional stability and 
security. Mr. Dapkiunas noted 
that the situation around the 
joint comprehensive plan of 
action was yet another clear 
demonstration of the relevance 
of the Belarusian President’s 
idea to start a broad dialogue 
to restore the international se-
curity system, particularly in 
the Euro-Atlantic and Eura-
sian regions.

Mr. Dapkiunas also had a 
meeting with the Iranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif during which both 
parties were positive about 
prospects for the Belaru-
sian-Iranian relations.

Relevance of a broad 
dialogue is proven

Belarusian enterprises are 
eager to sell €200m of 
produce through IKEA

By Natalia Yemelyanova

“The world’s top furniture and household 
items vendor, the Swedish company IKEA, 
intends to double purchases made in Bela-
rus within a year. Thanks to this, Belarusian 
companies intend to sell around €200m of 
merchandise through IKEA,” noted the Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Belarus to Sweden, Dmitry Mironchik. 
“Interaction between Belarus and IKEA has 
recently been advancing quickly. The compa-
ny has even adopted the strategy ‘Go Belarus’ 
and intends to double purchases made in our 
country. It means we’ll be able to export ap-
proximately €200m of Belarusian products via 

an internationally recognised brand,” said the 
Ambassador.

As far as trade cooperation is concerned, 
Dmitry Mironchik described it as successful. 
“This year is special because we have rep-
resentation in all the countries of Northern Eu-
rope, and this has positively affected our rela-
tions and the results of economic collaboration. 
I’m very satisfied with the dynamics of trade 
with Norway and Sweden, and we have posi-
tive quantities of export shipments,” stressed 
the head of the Belarusian diplomatic mission.

Positive trade dynamics 
definitely inspire optimism

Negotiations with the Indian delegation

Negotiations took place in Tehran

Aleksandr Tuzikov Huan Wei Wei
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Everything started 
with Struve Arc

By Natalia Yemelyanova

The point from which the 
geodesic network of the Rus-
sian Empire began was found 
on a hill, close to the agricultural 
town of Drisvyaty in the Braslav 
District. According to Andrey 
Gaev, Chairman of the State 
Property Committee, this point 
was discovered as a result of 

more detailed modern measure-
ments. The search has been con-
ducted for around twenty years 
and began with the discovery of 
the points of the Struve Geodesic 
Arc, a meridian line, which is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Recently, the Dris- 

vyaty foundation was un-
earthed and at a depth of 
around 1.5m, brickwork 
was discovered under a 
layer of stones placed 
there in the early 19th 
century. Confirming the 

accuracy of the coordinates 
via satellite, the participants of 
the ‘expedition’ rediscovered 
the remains.

“We’ve found the point 
which paved the way for mod-
ern geodesy. From this point, 
our current detailed position 
finding and precise navigation 
began to develop. It’s used not 
only in geodesy and land map-
ping but also in architecture, 

for the development of power 
engineering and transport net-
works,” explained Mr. Gaev. 
“This point will be built into 
the modern geodesic network 
and will benefit the economy.”

Associate Professor of the 
Geodesy and Aerospace Geo-
technologies Chair at Belaru-
sian National Technical Uni-
versity, Vladimir Mkrtychyan, 
previous Head of Belaer-
okosmogeodesy, which also 
searched for Struve Arc points 
noted that nineteen points have 
been found in Belarus, with 
five on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. “Connections 
between the points at this loca-
tion outlines the southern edge 
of Lake Drisvyaty. The geodes-
ic network which spread from 
this point covered all the coun-
tries in Eastern Europe. This 
discovery is very important for 
Belarusian geodesy. If it were 
not for this, we wouldn’t have 

satellite navigation. Thanks to 
the systems we have created 
we shifted geodesy into cosmic 
space,” said Mr. Mkrtychyan.

The Struve Geodesic Arc 
was named in honour of the 
Russian astronomer, Vasily 
Struve. The reason for its cre-
ation was to study the shape 
of the Earth and improve the 
accuracy of information about 
its size. The Arc originates at 
Fuglenes on the shore of the 
Barents Sea and ends not far 
from the Black Sea coast, in 
the south-west of Ukraine, in 
Staro-Nekrasovka. The total 
length is more than 2,800km 
and it passes through ten coun-
tries: Norway, Sweden, Fin-
land, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine 
and Moldova. In all, there are 
265 major triangulation points, 
28 of which are found in Bela-
rus. More were built in Ukraine 
(50) and Finland (84).

Five well-preserved points 
in Belarus were included in 
the UNESCO List: Chekutsk, 
Leskovichi, Osovnitsa in the 
Brest Region and Lopaty 
and Tupishki in Grodno. The 
points of the network are 
marked by various means: a 
depression in the rock, iron 
crosses, cairns or specially 
installed obelisks.

According to the Chair-
man of the Braslav District 
Executive Committee, Alek-
sandr Bodanin, in future, the 
local authorities will unveil 
a sign at the site of the first 
point, near Drisvyaty, and 
signpost it from the highway. 
“This is one of the points to 
attract tourists and we’ll in-
clude the location on routes 
for our guests. We’ll also use 
a QR-code, enabling them to 
read information about the 
importance of the site,” added 
Mr. Bodanin.

‘Ground zero’ of modern European geodesy was 
found in the Braslav District of the Vitebsk Region

By Olga Korneeva

Belpochta’s exposition 
awarded the gold medal 
at the world stamp exhibi-
tion in China

The Pride of Belarus ex-
hibition (stamps released in 
2016-2018) won the gold 
medal in Group B for the 
countries producing 30 to 69 
stamps per year.

The book, entitled Post-
age Stamps of the Repub-
lic of Belarus (2015) was 
awarded the silver medal in 
the ‘Philatelic Literature’ 
category by the panel.

Belarus presented a wide 
range of artistic stamps at 

the exhibition, with most 
being sold. The most pop-
ular were the stamps fea-
turing Belarusian national 
symbols of heraldry, cloth-
ing, architecture, as well as 
flora and fauna.

Seeing the true value

By Aleksandr Pimenov

Twelve Belarusian districts 
involved in UNDP project 
aimed at supporting entre-
preneurship

The international technical 
assistance project — Support to 
Economic Development at the 
Local Level in the Republic of 
Belarus — is being implemented 
in 12 districts around the country. 
The pilot districts include Bereza 
and Kobrin in Brest, Braslav and 
Orsha in Vitebsk, Bragin, Zhlo-
bin and Khoiniki in the Gomel 

Region, Lida in the Grodno Re-
gion, Borisov and Molodechno 
in the Minsk Region and Bykhov 
and Khotimsk in the Mogilev 
Region. The project involves the 
analysis of the entrepreneurial 
capacity of the districts, devel-
opment of plans for small and 
medium businesses, training of 
specialists and improving the le-
gal framework. It is expected that 
at least 150 projects will receive 
direct financial support, and that 
more than 500 people will under-
take training courses.

Belarusian Deputy Econ-
omy Minister and National 

Project Coordinator, Dmitry 
Matusevich, noted that the 
project is one stage in expand-
ing the capacity of local entre-
preneurs. “Belarusian business 
increasingly plays by market 
rules, paying attention to pro-
fessional management, sound 
financial planning, effective 
marketing and other internal 
factors to become more com-
petitive. In these circumstanc-
es, it is very important to en-
sure the quality development 
of entrepreneurship. This is the 
goal pursued by the Support to 
Economic Development at the 

Local Level in the Republic of 
Belarus,” he said. 

The initiative is funded 
by the European Union and 
implemented by the United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) in partner-
ship with Belarusian Econo-

my Ministry. It will run until 
January 31st, 2022. The total 
project budget is $9.5m and 
its aim is to support various 
economic projects, promote 
competitiveness and innova-
tions to facilitate inclusive 
development at a local level. 

When initiative is not 
dismissed but encouraged

Minsk given low crime index

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Numbeo’s Crime Index 2019 
includes 328 cities. Abu Dhabi 
of the UAE comes top for safety 
and completes the crime index in 
328th position, followed by Qa-
tar’s capital, Doha, and the Cana-
dian city of Quebec.

Of the Belarusian cities, 
only Minsk is present in the 
ranking and occupies 292nd 
position, in a group with 
other cities which also have a 

low crime index. Therefore, the 
Belarusian capital is among the 
top 40 safest cities. 

According to Numbeo, Ca-

racas (Venezuela), Pieterma- 
ritzburg (South Africa) and Port 
Moresby (Papua New Guinea) 
have the highest crime rates.

Minsk is among 
the top 40 safest 
cities in the world, 
according to the 
Numbeo service

Minsk today

Entrepreneurs will require support
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‘Forest’ character 
of local places,

By Sofia Arsenieva

Dressing up in ‘kozhukh’
Malorita is located on the 

border of three countries: Be-
larus, Poland and Ukraine. 
Melodic and soulful songs, 
extensive local dishes and the 
rich cuisine of Polesie resi-
dents and amazingly beautiful 
artefacts hand made by villag-
ers combine the traditions of 
different peoples.

Craftswomen work at the 
District Centre of Folk Art; 
there are few of these county-
wide. These ladies know how 
to manage the ‘miraculous’ ma-
chinery of the hand loom. The 
main keeper of local weaving 
secrets is folk artist Stepanida 
Stepanyuk; she’s revived the 
Malorita national costume from 
obscurity. The unique, ancient 
technique of ‘kozhukh’ weav-
ing and the unique patterned 
embroidery fascinate with their 
originality. Each rushnik, shirt 
and even napkin are works of 
art — decorated with mysteri-
ous symbols and signs.

Running marathon
Do you know what Malo-

rita has in common with Lon-
don, Tokyo, New York and 
Berlin? Here, as in these fa-
mous capitals, an internation-
al marathon has been held for 
the last 35 years. This year, on 
the first Saturday of October, 
over seven hundred athletes 
from different countries par-
ticipated — among them were 
professional athletes and pen-
sioners, schoolchildren and 
workers from Malorita agro-
towns. The children ran only 
three hundred metres, but 
distances varied from 500 

metres to the more common 
42km and 195m. The race 
was timed to coincide with 
City Day and, after the fin-
ish, everyone could have fun, 
taste authentic Belarusian 
dishes and buy an original 
handmade souvenir.

Find the way to church
The ‘forest’ character of 

the Malorita District is also 
revealed in its architecture. 
Local Orthodox churches are 
a fine example of Polesie’s 
wooden architectural style. 
Very few masterpieces have 
survived. The oldest сhurch 
in the district is situated in 
the village of Doropeevichi. 
It honours the Nativity of the 
Virgin and was built in the late 
17th century by master crafts-
men. It looks both architectur-
ally simple yet attractive.

In the 1960s, zealous atheist 
Komsomol members planned 
to demolish the church, but its 
building was protected by the 
village believers: they stood 
on the road and did not let the 
atheists through. People still 
remember that fight for the 
church. It was saved, and it 
was a truly rare phenomenon 
for those times.

Unique churches have 
been preserved in Lyakhovt-
sy, Oltush and Khotislav. The 
latter was presented by Yeka-
terina II to Major General 
Nikolay Lansky, who ordered 
the Transfiguration Church to 
be built in the Baroque style in 
Khotislav. Apart from being 
incredibly beautiful, it houses 
the relics of Sergy Radonezh-
sky, Yevfrosiniya Polotskaya, 
the elders of Optina and other 
venerated saints.

Recalling Kizhevatov’s 
feat

Every Belarusian school-
child knows the name of the 
Hero of the Soviet Union 
— Andrey Kizhevatov, a na-
tive of Penza. In that fateful 
June of 1941, he became one 
of the organisers of the de-
fence of the Brest Fortress. 
In the first days of the war, 
the family of the 33-year-old 
lieutenant and border guard 
— his mother, wife and three 
children — were with him, 
defending the Terespol gate. 
“Here is my outpost, and I 
am its commander. I’m not 
going anywhere,” he told 
his family on sending them 
away. They failed to escape: 
the Nazis seized the family 
and, after learning who they 
were, they killed them all, 
near the village of Velikori-

ta. The family members were 
killed with particular brutal-
ity: the Nazis could not for-
give them the dedication and 
patriotism of the officer. At 
the site of the Kizhevatov’s 
death an obelisk was erected 
and the 11th outpost of the 
Brest border detachment is 
named after the hero.

Bowing to the Tsar Oak
The most ancient tree of 

Belarus grows not in the pro-
tected Belovezhskaya Pushcha 
but near the village of Staroe 
Romanovo. Tourists from all 
over the world come to look 
at the giant oak which rivals 
a 15-storey building in height 
and whose branches spread for 
27 metres. As scientists say, 
the Pozhezhinsky Tsar Oak 
‘was born’ in the 13th centu-
ry. It’s over 800 years old but 
still looks great. The tree is in 
the prime of life: its ‘hair’ in 
the summer is lush and green. 
Not every young tree can boast 
such a crown. Foresters cher-
ish it as the apple of their eye: 
it’s possible to reach the tree 
only by a secret forest road. 
The locals believe that their 
oak has magical powers. In the 
pre-war years, young couples 

viewed it fashionable to get 
married near the tree — ac-
companied by the mysterious 
rustle of leaves and natural 
scenery. Our ancestors knew 
how to create a spectacular 
event. They went to the oak 
not to just enjoy it, as they be-
lieved the ‘Tsar’ would bless 
them with happiness.

or Five reasons to go to Malorita

Folk patterns: symbols

Heritage-listed  
buildings in Malorita

You must put your heart into weaving
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European manufacturer 
Airbus has cre-
ated a concept 
aircraft inspired 
by the na- 

tural features of 
eagles, hawks and other 
aerial predators

The ‘Bird of Prey’ concept 
was unveiled by Liam Fox, UK 
Secretary of State for Interna-
tional Trade, at the Royal Inter-
national Air Tattoo air show.

Fox tweeted his support for 
the project alongside a video of 
the ‘Bird of Prey’, which has a 
set of feathers on the tail and 
each wing tip.

The theoretical design is for 
a hybrid-electric, turbo-propel-
ler aircraft, according to a state-
ment on the Airbus website.

“Inspired by efficient me-
chanics of a bird, it has wing 
and tail structures that mim-

ic those of 
a bird of prey, 

while featuring indi-
vidually controlled feath-

ers that provide active flight 
control,” reads the statement.

The aircraft would be capa-
ble of carrying up to 80 passen-
gers and would burn 30-50 per-
cent less fuel than comparable 
aircraft in operation today.

While the aircraft won’t be 
built, the aim of the project is to 
motivate the next generation of 
aeronautical engineers, accord-
ing to Martin Aston, a senior 
manager at Airbus.

Aston said in the statement, 
“Our ‘Bird of Prey’ is designed 
to be an inspiration to young 
people and create a ‘wow’ fac-
tor that will help them consider 
an exciting career in the crucial-
ly-important aerospace sector.”

Aston hopes the project will 
help to make aviation more sus-
tainable.

Airbus unveils new 
‘bird of prey’ concept

The US government is in-
troducing a new fast-track 
deportation process that 
will bypass immigration 
courts

Under the new rules, mi-
grants who cannot prove they 
have been in the US continu-
ously for more than two years 
can be immediately deported.

Until now, expedited depor-
tations could only be applied to 
those detained near the border 
who had been in the US for less 
than two weeks.

Rights groups say hundreds 
of thousands of people could be 
affected. The American Civil 

Liberties Union (ACLU) says 
it will challenge the policy in 
court.

US immigration policy 
has come under increasing 
scrutiny in recent months — 
in particular, the conditions at 
the country’s detention cen-
tres on the southern border 
with Mexico.

Kevin McAleenan, Acting 
Secretary of Homeland Securi-
ty, said the change would ‘help 
to alleviate some of the burden 
and capacity issues’ at the bor-
der. He added that it was ‘a nec-
essary response to the ongoing 
immigration crisis’.

Analysts say the US Presi-
dent Donald Trump is planning 
to make hardline immigration 
control a key element of his 
re-election campaign in 2020.

Previously, only people 
detained within 100 miles 
(160km) of the border who had 
been in the US for less than 
two weeks could be deported 
quickly.

Migrants who were found 
elsewhere, or who had been in 
the country for more than two 
weeks, would need to be pro-
cessed through the courts and 
would be entitled to legal rep-
resentation.

But the new rules state that 
people can be deported regard-
less of where in the country they 
are when they are detained, and 
without allowing them access 
to a lawyer.

The Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) said the 
new rules would allow it to 
pursue large numbers of ille-
gal migrants more efficiently.

There are about 10.5 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
in the US, according to the 
Pew Research Centre. It states 
that the average undocumen- 
ted adult immigrant has lived 
in the country for 15 years.

Fast-track deportations to 
bypass courts in the US

A decision on whether 
controversial Chinese firm 
Huawei should be exclud-
ed from the rollout of 5G 
mobile phone networks 
in the UK has been post-
poned

Culture Secretary Jeremy 
Wright said the government 
is ‘not yet in a position’ to de-
cide what involvement Huawei 
should have in the 5G network. 
Mr. Wright said the implication 
of the recent US ban on its com-
panies from dealing with Hua-
wei was not clear.

Until it was, he said the 
government would be ‘wrong’ 
to make a decision. “We will do 
so as soon as possible,” he told 
the House of Commons.

The US banned companies 
from selling components and 
technology to Huawei and 68 
related companies on May 
15th, citing national securi-
ty concerns. It later issued a 
temporary licence that enabled 
some companies to continue 
supporting existing Huawei 
networks and devices.

Mr. Wright said the US de-
cision ‘could have a potential 
impact on the future availabil-
ity and reliability of Huawei’s 
products, together with other 
market impacts, and so are rel-
evant considerations in deter-
mining Huawei’s involvement 
in the network’.

MPs said the government 
needed to make a decision on 
Huawei as ‘a matter of urgen-
cy’, warning continued delays 
were damaging international 
relations.

Huawei has repeatedly de-
nied claims the use of its prod-
ucts presents security risks.

Government 
decision on 5G 
rollout delayed

Summertime, and the living is easy 
for Santas in Danish Copenhagen
Being Santa Claus is an 
all-year job if you ask the 
150 Santas from around 
the world who have left 
Rudolph and the elves at 
home to make early Christ-
mas preparations at their 
annual meet in Denmark

Santas from as far away as 
Japan and El Salvador attended 
the 62nd World Santa Claus 
Congress in Copenhagen, a 
four-day event where the San-
tas parade through the streets 
of Copenhagen, bathe in the 
sea and compete in a five-match 
tournament.

The congress, first held 
in 1957, is always held at the 
world’s oldest amusement park 
— Bakken — just outside of 
Copenhagen.

Santas began the congress 
amusing tourists at Copen-
hagen’s statue of The Little 
Mermaid, depicting the main 
character from a fairy tale writ-
ten by the Danish author Hans 
Christian Andersen.

With more than five months 
to go until Christmas, a Danish 
Santa enjoyed his yearly holi-

day. “As you know I am very 
busy around Christmas, so this 
is my ‘winter’ break, which I 
use to discuss important mat-
ters with my colleagues and 
speaking to a lot of kids,” said 
one Santa from the Danish 
town of Esbjerg, claiming to 
be 580 years old.

In the Western Christian 
tradition, different countries 
celebrate Christmas on differ-
ent days, some on December 
24th, Christmas Eve, and some 
on December 25th, Christmas 

Day. The celebration date is 
always a hot topic according 
to German Santa Wolfgang.

“I know one Santa wants 
Christmas Eve moved to the 
26th, but of course we will 
say no to that,” he said.

The World Santa Claus 
Congress (WSCC) at Bakken 
is both a professional forum 
and social meeting place for 
real Santas from all around 
the world.

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies
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By Natalia Yemelyanova

Archaeologists have dis-
covered clothing items dating 
from the late 2nd century AD, 
through to the 4th century, 
notched enamels and silver 
denarius from the time of Ro-
man Emperor Lucius Verus 
— minted in 166, as well as 
ceramic and clay products.

“We’re conducting work 
in this area for the second 
year, focusing on the eth-
no-genesis of the Slavs. These 
artefacts confirm theories that 
the Slavs originated in the 
territories of Belarusian Pole-
sie,” notes a university repre-
sentative. Last year, archae-
ologists became convinced 
that ancient Slavs once lived 

in Yaskovichi, having found 
a collection of costume and 
jewellery items, as well as 
a silver coin dating from 
the days of Roman Emperor 
Commodus.

This year, studies have 
been conducted under the 
guidance of Vadim Belevets 
and Vladimir Grib, of the 
Department of Archaeology 

and Special Historical Dis-
ciplines, alongside Victor 
Kokhnovich — Associate 
Professor of the Department 
of Russian History, and Vita-
ly Sidorovich who heads the 
Educational Laboratory of 
Museum Studies.

Modern Slavic peoples 
are the last super-ethnos of 
Europe, the origin of which 

remains unexplored. It’s be-
lieved that the earliest archae-
ological culture is the Prague 
culture, which belonged to 
the historical Slavs of the 5th-
7th centuries. Its most ancient 
monuments are discovered in 
the south of Belarus and in the 
adjacent regions of Ukraine 
— in the north-west of Kiev 
and Zhitomir regions.

Evident arguments in 
support of hypothesis

During their summer 
internship, first-year 
students and graduate 
archaeologists of 
Belarusian State University 
unearth over two thousand 
artefacts, from the 2nd-
4th centuries AD, near 
the village of Yaskovichi 
in the Soligorsk District, 
confirming that Slavs 
originated in the territories 
of Belarusian Polesie

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

National Historical Muse-
um of Belarus joins Rus-
sian National Museum of 
Music in planning Melody 
of Victory joint exhibition

The exhibition is to cel-
ebrate the heritage of Bela-
rusian and Russian military 
musicians and conductors, 
as well as famous compos-
ers who explored the themes 
of war and victory. “During 
celebrations for the 75th an-
niversary of the Great Vic-
tory, we’d like to present 
a major musical-exhibition 
drawn from the archives of 
the Museum of Theatrical 
and Musical Culture Histo-
ry, and the Russian Nation-
al Museum of Music,” notes 
the Director of the Belaru-
sian museum, Pavel Sapot-
sko. “The exhibition will be 
interactive, presenting per-
sonal items from our out-
standing musicians while 
celebrating their legendary 
music. In this context, we’d 
like to present events from 
those  mi l i ta ry  years  and 
convey the joy of Victory; 
our composers’ works are a 
great contribution to world 
and domestic culture.” The 
goal  of  the  projec t  i s  to 
evoke vis i tors’ emot ions 
through musical art, and re-

mind everyone of the values 
upheld by the Great Victo-
ry. The patriotic theme will 
be the keynote of the event, 
while celebrating the crea-
tivity of composers such as 
People’s Artiste of the BSSR 
Boris Penchuk (who conduct-
ed the combined orchestra of 
the legendary parade on Red 
Square in Moscow in 1945), 
Dmitry Shostakovich and 
Isaak Dunaevsky. Each made 
an unforgettable contribution 
to music.

The exhibition will begin 
with an anthem evoking pro-
tection of the fatherland — The 
Sacred War song, written by 
Aleksandr Aleksandrov, with 
lyrics by Vasily Lebedev-Ku-
mach. Songs from the military 
years and melodies of Victories 
will be performed.

Recalling composers’ 
wonderful creativity

By Olga Korneeva

“We’re keen to encourage communication 
within the cinema community, and the idea is sup-
ported by the Union of Cinematographers and the 
Belarusian Cinema Actors Guild,” notes Belarus-
film’s Director General, Vladimir Karachevsky. 
“Until the end of the year, meetings will be ded-
icated to the history of Belarusian cinema and 
its main protagonists — including Vyacheslav 
Nikiforov, Anatoly Alai, Igor Volchek and Valery 
Rybarev. We’ll screen their films at universities, 
enabling students to learn about their work. From 
next year, we’ll offer pre-premiere screenings, 
and meetings with script writers, directors, cam-
eramen and actors, as well as pitch sessions and 
cinema concerts.”

Mr. Karachevsky notes that the first meeting 
of the Council of Directors of State Film Studios 
of Post-Soviet States is scheduled for Septem-
ber. “Together with our colleagues from various 
countries, whom we’ve chatted with at festivals, 
we’ve decided to establish cooperation. We have 
much in common, while boasting our own ex-

perience and resources — both artistically and 
relating to production. We also have our own 
problems, which are worth sharing,” notes the 
Director General. Among those invited are repre-
sentatives of Kyrgyzfilm, Uzbekfilm, Tajikfilm, 
Kazakhfilm and Georgia Film. A cinema week of 
friendship is also planned. “We’d like each stu-
dio to bring two films which represent their past 
and modern history, and can use those to present 
each film company,” explains Mr. Karachevsky.

Belarusfilm bringing film-buffs together
National Film Studio launching 
cinema club in September

At the archaeological site in Yaskovichi

On the set of Yanka Kupala

At the Historical Museum
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RE Perfect opportunity to 
become familiar with rich 

Olympic heritage
By Veniamin Mikheev

Minsk hosts largest pri-
vate collection of Olympic 
artefacts

Belarus recently hosted 
the 2nd European Games, 
thrilling sports fans with high 
intensity events and pleasing 
participants with superb or-
ganisation at various venues.

On the eve of the Games, 
Vladimir Potanin brought 
his incredible collection of 
Olympic artefacts to Minsk 
— the largest private collec-
tion in the world, dating from 
the first modern games (held 
in 1896 in Athens) through to 
the most recent, 23rd Winter 
Games — as hosted by Pyeo-
ngChang in 2018. 

The collection comprises 
around four hundred exhib-
its, including gold, silver, 
bronze and commemorative 
medals, torches, participants’ 
and prize winners’ diplomas, 
badges of honour, cups, stat-
uettes and horns. While some 
medals are valued at $2,000, 
there are others worth up to a 
quarter of a million Dollars! 
Torches are valued at $1,500 
to $170,000 (depending on 
their rarity). Only one hun-
dred were released for the 
1992 Games in Albertville, 
designed by Philippe Starck 
— an iconic figure in world 
design. The collection also 
boasts four champion cups, 
with the most expensive hav-
ing been released for the Paris 
Games in 1924.

The collection has 135 
gold, silver and bronze Olym-
pic medals from the Summer 
and Winter Olympics, dating 
from 1896-2014, as well as 
thirty Olympic flame torch-
es, dating from 1936-2018. 

There are thirty-nine badges 
of honour, medals and orders 
from 1936-1982, and seven 
cups, statuettes and horns.

Vladimir Potanin notes 
that he intends to keep ex-
panding the collection, and 
hopes to introduce the history 
and heritage of the Olympic 
movement to a wider audi-
ence. The Olympic Commit-
tee of Russia hosted the col-
lection in the week before it 
travelled to Minsk, and it will 
be moving on to other major 
sites in the years to come, 
including the 32nd Summer 
Olympic Games in Tokyo 
(Japan, 2020), the 24th Win-
ter Olympic Games in Beijing 
(China, 2022), and the 33rd 
Summer Olympic Games in 
Paris (France, 2024).

The exhibition project 
is being run by a team from 
Russian International Olym-
pic University (RIOU) head-
ed by Academician Lev Bel-

ousov. He tells us, “We view 
Vladimir Potanin’s collection 
of Olympic artefacts as a trav-
elling exhibition of the histo-
ry of the Olympic movement. 
It offers an example of the 
triumphing spirit of sporting 
nobility, fair competition and 

friendship, combining edu-
cation, culture, science and 
sport. It’s symbolic that the 
first public exhibition is tak-
ing place in wonderful Bela-
rus, with which we maintain 
a partnership. It’s a great 
honour. Moreover, there are 
many Belarusian specialists 
among our graduates.”

The exhibition in Minsk 
has been displaying the most 
interesting part of the col-
lection — from an historical 
viewpoint, since it showcases 
artefacts from the first half of 
the 20th century, as well as 
those from the 1896 Games 
in Athens and those from 
the 1952 Helsinki Olympic 
Games (which featured the 
USSR team for the first time). 
The collection also contains 
items from three Games of 
special significance for Be-
larus: the 1980 Games (when 
the Olympic Flame was lit at 
Dinamo Stadium in Minsk); 

the 1994 Lillehammer Olym-
pic Games (featuring the for-
mer USSR countries as sep-
arate teams); and the 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics (the 
exhibition coincides with its 
fifth anniversary).

The Minsk exhibition has 
been organised with support 
from the Minsk City Execu-
tive Committee and the Mu-
seum of Minsk City History. 
The chief specialist from the 
Minsk City Executive Com-
mittee’s Department of Cul-
tural Institutions and Cultural 
and Educational Work, Ma-
rina Yasyuk, explains, “The 
conduct  of  the European 
Games is a big achievement 
for our country. This year, the 
life of the capital is full of cul-
tural events, as never before. 
Of course, we’re happy that 
the city is attracting interna-
tional level projects — such 
as the Olympic collection. 
Our hosting of the Olympic 
exhibition in Minsk gives 
further confirmation of the 
connection between culture 
and sport. This retrospective 
of the Olympic movement has 
major historical and artistic 
value. Meanwhile, in having 
the chance to touch previous 
years’ prizes, we’re inspired 
to conquer new goals.”

The Olympic collection 
is a non-commercial project 
aiming to promote an inspira-
tional spirit prior to the next 
Olympics. Entrance has been 
free of charge, with visitors 
learning about the Olympic 
artefacts via multimedia tech-
nologies. Each exhibit is ac-
companied by text and video 
materials, enabling guests to 
learn interesting facts and be-
come excited by the spirit of 
past Olympiads.
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By Yevgenia Solomakhina

Belarusian track-and-field 
athletes earn one gold and 
two silver medals at U20 
European Athletics Cham-
pionships in Sweden

On the final day of the tour-
nament, Belarusians Yekate-
rina Zhivaeva, Asteria Limay, 
Valentina Chimbor and Alina 
Luchsheva clinched silver in the 
4x400m relay, with a time of 3 
minutes 37.06 seconds — setting 
a personal record for this dis-
tance. First place in the 4x400m 
relay went to the UK, who fin-
ished in 3 minutes 33.03 seconds 

— setting a new record for the 
U20 European Championships. 
Bronze went to Poland (3 min-
utes 37.13 seconds). Triple jump 
silver went to Mark Mozheiko 
(16.22m), behind Artem Kono-
valenko of Ukraine (16.5m) 
while bronze went to Andreas 
Pantazis of Greece (16.08m).

Nikita Kolyada took gold 
in the 10,000m race walk, as 
did Oleg Tomashevich in shot 
putting. With two gold and two 
silver medals, the national team 
of Belarus ranked ninth overall, 
jointly with athletes from Swe-
den, while the UK team were the 
winners.

Renewing national junior record

BATE defeats 
Norwegian 
Rosenborg at 
Borisov-Arena 
in first match 
of Champions 
League second 
qualifying round 
— 2:1 — with 
goals scored by 
Igor Stasevich and 
Maksim Skavysh 
for the hosts and 
Anders Konradsen 
for Norway

By Mikhail Veremeev

Belarus’ champion managed not to 
repeat its mistakes from the previous 
two Champions League matches, in 
the first qualifying round, when it drew 
1:1 against Poland’s Piast in the first 
match and then snatched victory only 
in the return match, in Gliwice, 2:1.

BATE appeared on the field to face 
Norway’s champion ‘armed to the hilt’ 
and scored in the fifth minute to take 
an immediate lead. Team captain Igor 
Stasevich realised a penalty for the Bo-
risov squad and continued as the most 

active player, setting up several more 
opportunities for goals for his team 
mates. Rosenborg managed to equalise 
in the middle of the first half, thanks to 
Anders Konradsen, but Borisov scored 
again early in the second half, when 
Maksim Skavysh (assisted by Stase-
vich) scored in the 51st minute.

“That second goal boosted the con-
fidence of the Belarusian team,” noted 
BATE’s head coach, Aleksey Baga, af-
ter the match. He underlined that con-
fidence is vital when facing an experi-
enced rival, saying, “The Norwegian 

club is well-trained and solid, being 
able to play at a high level. We know 
that it won’t be easy for us in the return 
match, being played within a week in 
Trondheim. Borisov has hosted only 
the first half of the battle.”

Rosenborg outstrips BATE across 
a range of statistics (kicks — 17:6, 
shots on target — 6:3, percentage 
of ball possession — 58 against 42, 
and corner kicks — 9:5). However, it 
failed even to snatch a draw. Despite 
this, they did score on their rival’s 
field, so should not be underestimat-

ed prior to the return game on July 
31st. Norwegian Rosenborg has taken 
part in the Champions League Group 
Stage eleven times, achieving signifi-
cant successes in the middle and late 
1990s.

If BATE manages to defeat Rosen-
borg, the squad from Borisov will go 
through to the third qualifying round, 
facing either Maribor (Slovenia) or 
AIK (Sweden). The loser of the Be-
larus-Norway match will continue 
playing in the Europa League, against 
Sarajevo (of Bosnia and Herzegovina).

Fewer mistakes — better result

By Irina Sergeeva

Aleksey Zhernosek of 
Belarus wins 2019 IWWF 
European Open Champi-
onships gold

Aleksey Zhernosek of 
Novopolotsk has won gold 
a t  t h e  I W W F  E u r o p e a n 
Open Championships, held 
in Spain. The prominent, 
multi-time champion and re-
cord-breaker confirmed his 
class in tricks, being award-
ed 11,620 points. Frenchman 
Pierre Ballon came second 

(11,050), followed by Lou-
is Duplan-Fribourg, also of 
France (10,490).

Belarus’ Anna Streltso-
va took ski jumping silver, 
with a result of 52.8m — be-
hind Marie Vympranietsova 
of Greece (53.1m). Across 
tricks, jumping and slalom, 
Anna Streltsova finished sec-
ond, followed by Belarusian 
Aleksandra Danishevskaya.

Overall, the Belarusian 
team was placed second, 
while first  place went to 
France.

By Arina Novikova

Mascot-type robots for 
2020 Summer Olympic 
and Paralympic Games 
presented in Tokyo

According to organisers, the 
2020 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in Tokyo will be the 
most innovative to date, thanks 
to robots greeting fans and ath-
letes, presenting a new, high-
tech Japanese experience.

The robots  have been 
named by schoolchildren vot-
ing: Miraitowa (the Olympic 
mascot) and Someity (for the 
Paralympics).

Developers from the Toy-
ota Corporation plan to pres-
ent a robot at the Games that 

will be able to collect and 
return equipment (such as 
hammers, javelins and discs) 
during track-and-field events.

Tokyo received the right 
to host the 2020 Summer Ol-
ympiad at the IOK session in 
Buenos Aires on September 
7th, 2013. The Games will be 
held from July 24th through 
until August 9th, 2020, while 
the Paralympic Games will 
take place from August 25th 
until September 6th.

Belarusian Kristina Zdun-
kevich defeated Norwegian Ofe-
lia Annette Hoye to win gold in 
the final fight in the 57kg catego-
ry, while bronze medals went to 
Russian Daria Manuil and Hun-
garian Roza Sentamas.

Yana Tretiak of Belarus de-
feated Turkish Nesrin Basi to se-
cure the gold medal in the 65kg 
category, and bronze medals also 
went to Nigar Mirzazade and 

Russian Aleksandra Prokina. 
Kristina Zdunkevich noted that 
she intended to win gold, experi-
encing difficulties only with her 
rival from Russia. However, she 
notes that her coach’s support 
and combat spirit enabled her to 
pull through to victory. This is her 
first major award but she now has 
plans to conquer the World Jun-
ior Championship. The Summer 
Youth Olympic Festival brought 

together about 1,500 young ath-
letes from forty-eight countries, 
competing across ten sporting 
nominations. At the Summer 
Youth Olympic Games in Gyor, 
Hungary, in 2017, the Belarusian 
team was represented by nine-
ty-six athletes, competing in nine 
sports. Two years ago, the Bela-
rusian young athletes won fifteen 
medals (three gold, five silver, 
and seven bronze).

Confirming high statusMajor award 
of the career

Belarusian wrestlers 
claim gold medals at 15th 
Summer European Youth 
Olympic Festival in Baku

Games promise to be 
most innovative

Winning home match gives BATE a chance for a positive overall result

Yana Tretiak Kristina Zdunkevich
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Artists from seven countries gathered at the 8th Big-Mini Festival of Street Art in Grodno on July 27th

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES, CONCERTS AND PARTIES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM OF 
BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 11th August. Edges of Realism

NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 18th August. Spitak Tragedy: 
Retrospective of Memory
Until 1st September. Minsk and Sport. A 
Time Travel

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 7th April. Fantasy Land

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
11 Sovetskaya Street
Until 2nd August. Killed Strongmen of 
Belarusian Land

YANKA KUPALA LITERARY 
MUSEUM
4 Yanka Kupala Street
Until 17th August. Being Honoured to 
Present — Ovanes Tumanyan

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 4th August. Sport is High Art

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARTS
47 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 1st September. Kazimir Malevich and 
21st Century

MUSEUM OF BELARUSIAN 
LITERATURE HISTORY
13 M. Bogdanovich Street
Until 31st July. Sport in Writer’s Life
Until 15th September. Vasil Bykov: 
Stipples of Life
Until 26th August. Fairy Enchanting World

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 31st August. Amy Winehouse: A 
Family Portrait
Until 15th September. Ladies Tricks
Until 15th September. European Martial 
Arts: from Vulcan’s Forge to the Arts of 
Mars

LEONID SHCHEMELEV ART 
GALLERY
10 Revolyutsionnaya Street
Until 4th August. Exhibition dedicated 
to 200th anniversary since the birth of 
Stanisław Moniuszko

TROITSKY SUBURBS
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 2nd August. Live Singing Birds
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MODERN ART THEATRE
5 Oktyabrskaya Street
02.08. Dragon
05.08. House Upside Down
06.08. Oscar
08.08. Mad Money

MODERN ART THEATRE 
(SUMMER PALACE)
4 Voiskovy Lane
07.08. Romeo and Juliet

CHAMBER DRAMA THEATRE
5 Frunze Street
01.08. Corporate Party
06.08. Clinic
07.08. Night in the Hotel

GRAFFITI
16 Kalinin Lane
01.08. Nasoval duo
03.08. Parovoz Band & Dr. Jocker

RE:PUBLIC
62 Pritytsky Street
02.08. Ploho + Molchat Doma + Nürnberg
03.08. Crazy Town
02.08. 1980-1990s Disco
03.08. 1990-2000s Disco
04.08. 1990s Disco

MELOMANY
23A Svobody Square
08.08. Stigmata band

UPPER TOWN
23A Svobody Square
01.08. Organ music concert: Valery 
Shmat plays and sings
03.08. Classics at the Town Hall: Sonorus 
musical capella
07.08. Belarusy art band
08.08. Yevgenia Letun’s jazz trio

YEVGENY VLADIMIROV  
JAZZ CLUB
1 Oktyabrskaya Square
01.08. Vocal jazz stars: Michelle 
Hendricks and Dwight Thompson

TNT ROCK CLUB
9 Revolyutsionnaya Street
01.08. Mutnaevoka

STANDUP  
COMEDY HALL
45 Kuibyshev Street
01 and 08.08. Underdog StandUp
04.08. Accelerations

OK16
16 Oktyabrskaya Street
03.08. Havana Club Summer Party

BOROVAYA  
AERODROME
Borovaya village
03.08. Rock for Bobrov 2019

Festival of the week
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